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Essentials of Sociology
Sociological Theory
Updated to reflect recent global developments, the
second edition of Globalization: A Basic Text presents
an up-to-date introduction to major trends and topics
relating to globalization studies. Features updates and
revisions in its accessible introduction to key theories
and major topics in globalization Includes an
enhanced emphasis on issues relating to global
governance, emerging technology, global flows of
people, human trafficking, global justice movements,
and global environmental sustainability Utilizes a
unique set of metaphors to introduce and explain the
highly complex nature of globalization in an engaging
and understandable manner Offers an
interdisciplinary approach to globalization by drawing
from fields that include sociology, global political
economy, political science, international relations,
geography, and anthropology Written by an
internationally recognized and experienced author
team

Explorations in Social Theory
In this book, one of the leading social theorists and
cultural commentators of modern times, turns his
gaze on consumption. George Ritzer, author of the
famous McDonaldization Thesis, demonstrates the
irrational consequences of the rational desire to
consume and commodify. He examines how
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McDonaldization might be resisted, and situates the
reader in the new cultural spaces that are emerging
in society: shopping malls, casino hotels, Disneyfied
theme parks and Las Vegas -- the new `cathedrals of
consumption' as he calls them. The book shows how
new processes of consumption relate to globalization
theory. In illuminating discussions of the work of
Thorstein Veblen and the French situationists, Ritzer
unearths the roots of problems of consumption in
older sociological traditions. He indicates how
transgression is bound up with consumption, through
an investigation of the obscene in popular and
postmodern culture.

Sociological Theory in the Contemporary
Era
Now with SAGE Publishing, and co-authored by one of
the foremost authorities on sociological theory, the
Eighth Edition of Modern Sociological Theory by
George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky provides a
comprehensive overview of the major theorists and
theoretical schools, from the Structural Functionalism
of early 20th century through the cutting-edge
theories of the late 20th and early 21st centuries. The
integration of key theories with biographical sketches
of theorists and the requisite historical and
intellectual context helps students to better
understand the original works of contemporary
thinkers. New to this Edition A new chapter focuses
theories of race, racism, and colonialism, as well as
theories about indigenous peoples and theories from
the “Global South” that challenge the work of scholars
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from Europe and North America. New material on
colonialization, classical women theorists, and race,
as well as new timelines in history chapters. The
chapter on Symbolic Interactionism now discusses
work on the sociology of emotions. The concluding
chapter now discusses affect theory and theories of
prosumption, one of the newest developments in
consumer theory. The chapter on Contemporary
Theories of Modernity includes new section on the
work of Charles Taylor. New perspectives on the work
of Immanuel Wallerstein have been added to the
chapter on Neo-Marxian theories. The opening
historical sketch chapters now include a discussion of
colonialism as one of the forces that shaped modern
society; new material on the historical significance of
early women founders; and a section on theories of
race.

The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Sociology
Offering an insightful critique of many sociological
theories, this new edition focuses on the relationship
between sociological theory and empirical scientific
studies, rather than on theory and philosophy. It
covers the analysis of function, social conflict
theories, and processes of social interaction. For
professionals in the field of sociology.

Postmodern Social Theory
This Fourth Edition of George Ritzer’s Introduction to
Sociology shows students the relevance of sociology
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to their lives. While providing a rock-solid foundation,
Ritzer illuminates traditional sociological concepts and
theories, as well as some of the most compelling
contemporary social phenomena: globalization,
consumer culture, the digital world, and the
“McDonaldization” of society. With examples on every
page from current events and contemporary research,
and stories about “public” sociologists who are
engaging with the critical issues of today, the text
demonstrates the power of sociology to explain the
world, and the diversity of questions that sociologists
seek to answer. New to this Edition New “Trending”
boxes focus on influential books written by
sociologists that have become part of the public
conversation about important issues. Replacing
“Public Sociology” boxes, these boxes demonstrate
the diversity of sociology's practitioners, methods,
and subject matter, and feature such authors as:
Michelle Alexander (The New Jim Crow) Elizabeth
Armstrong and Laura Hamilton (Paying for the Party)
Randol Contreras (The Stick-Up Kids) Matthew
Desmond (Evicted) Kimberly Hoang (Dealing in
Desire) Arlie Hochschild (Strangers in Their Own Land)
Eric Klinenberg (Going Solo) C.J. Pascoe (Dude, You're
a Fag) Lori Peek and Alice Fothergill (Children of
Katrina) Allison Pugh (The Tumbleweed
Society)Updated examples in the text and "Digital
Living" boxes keep pace with changes in digital
technology and online practices, including Uber,
bitcoin, net neutrality, digital privacy, WikiLeaks, and
cyberactivism. New or updated subjects apply
sociological thinking to the latest issues including: the
2016 U.S. election Brexit the global growth of ISIS
climate change President Trump's proposed Mexican
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border wall further segmentation of wealthy
Americans in the "super rich" transgender people in
the U.S. armed forces charter schools the legalization
of marijuana the Flint water crisis fourth-wave
feminism

The McDonaldization of Society
The only book to connect the everyday world of the
20-something undergraduate consumer with sound
sociological analysis of the world of consumption
Enchanting a Disenchanted World, Third Edition
examines Disney, malls, cruise lines, Las Vegas, the
world wide web, Planet Hollywood, credit cards, and
all the other ways we now consume. Thoroughly
updated to reflect the recent economic recession and
the impact of the internet, bestselling author George
Ritzer continues to explore this book’s central thesis:
that our society has undergone fundamental change
because of the way and the level at which we
consume. This Third Edition demonstrates how we
have created new "cathedrals" of consumption
(places that enchant us so as to entice us to stay
longer and consume more) while continuing to take
capitalism to a new level. These places of
consumption, whether in our homes, the mall, or
cyberspace, are in a constant state of "enchanting the
disenchanted," luring us through new spectacles
because their rational qualities are both necessary
and deadening at the same time. New and Hallmark
Features Offers a unique analysis of the world of
consumption, especially the settings in which
consumption takes place Discusses the recent global
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economic recession throughout Offers rich details on
consuming in such places as Las Vegas, Disney World,
on cruise ships, in Wal-Mart, at McDonald’s, and, new
to this edition, on the Web Includes a wide range of
theoretical perspectives—Marxian, Weberian, critical
theory, postmodern theory—as well as a number of
concepts such as hyperconsumption, implosion,
simulation, and time and space to show students how
sociological theory can be applied to everyday
phenomena

The Blackwell Companion to Major
Classical Social Theorists
The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE
Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling
graduate students and early career faculty to attend
the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and learning
workshop. Now available for the first time in print and
e-book formats Classical and Contemporary
Sociological Theory: Text and Readings offers
students with the best of both worlds—carefullyedited excerpts from the original works of sociology′s
key thinkers accompanied by an analytical framework
that discusses the lives, ideas, and historical
circumstances of each theorist. This unique format
enables students to examine, compare, and contrast
each theorist’s major themes and concepts. In the
Fourth Edition of this bestseller, examples from
contemporary life and a rich variety of updated
pedagogical tools (tables, figures, discussion
questions, and photographs) come together to
illuminate complex ideas for today’s readers.
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Attention Instructors! Free digital resources are
included with this text. Learn more.

Contemporary Sociological Theory and
Its Classical Roots: The Basics
Essentials of Sociology, adapted from George Ritzer’s
Introduction to Sociology, provides the same rocksolid foundation from one of sociology's best-known
thinkers in a shorter and more streamlined format.
With new co-author Wendy Wiedenhoft Murphy, the
Third Edition continues to illuminate traditional
sociological concepts and theories and focuses on
some of the most compelling features of
contemporary social life: globalization, consumer
culture, the internet, and the “McDonaldization” of
society. New to this Edition New “Trending” boxes
focus on influential books by sociologists that have
become part of the public conversation about
important issues. Replacing “Public Sociology” boxes,
this feature demonstrates the diversity of sociology's
practitioners, methods, and subject matter, featuring
such authors as o Michelle Alexander (The New Jim
Crow) o Elizabeth Armstrong and Laura Hamilton
(Paying for the Party) o Matthew Desmond (Evicted) o
Arlie Hochschild (Strangers in Their Own Land) o Eric
Klinenberg (Going Solo) o C.J. Pascoe (Dude, You're a
Fag) o Lori Peek and Alice Fothergill (Children of
Katrina) o Allison Pugh (The Tumbleweed Society)
Updated examples in the text and "Digital Living"
boxes keep pace with changes in digital technology
and online practices, including Uber, Bitcoin, net
neutrality, digital privacy, WikiLeaks, and
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cyberactivism. New or updated subjects apply
sociological thinking to the latest issues including: the
2016 U.S. election Brexit the global growth of ISIS
climate change further segmentation of wealthy
Americans as the "super rich" transgender people in
the U.S. armed forces charter schools the legalization
of marijuana the Flint water crisis fourth-wave
feminism

Globalization
George Ritzer’s McDonaldization of Society, now
celebrating its’ 20thanniversary, continues to stand
as one of the pillars of modern day sociological
thought. By linking theory to 21st century culture, this
book resonates with students in a way that few other
books do, opening their eyes to many current issues,
especially in consumption and globalization. As in
previous editions, the book has been updated and it
offers new discussions of, among others, In-N-OutBurger and Pret A Manger as possible antitheses of
McDonaldization. The biggest change, however, is
that the book has been radically streamlined to offer
an even clearer articulation of the now-famous
McDonaldization thesis.

Explorations in the Sociology of
Consumption
George Ritzer is one of the leading social and cultural
commentators of the present day. In this essential
new book he considers some of the main tendencies
in contemporary social theory. Included here are
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Ritzer's latest reflections on the uses and misuses of
metatheory. According to Ritzer, sociology is a
multiparadigm science. The differences and
intensities of rivalries between paradigms are often
very confusing for students and even for professional
sociologists. This book seeks to find a way out of the
confusion by sketching out the lineaments of a new
integrated sociological paradigm and demonstrates
how this paradigm can be applied. It shows the
various ways in which Ritzer has developed
rationalization theory to shed light on professional
integration, the shape of consumer culture,
hyperrationality and the state of sociology today.

Enchanting a Disenchanted World
One of the most noteworthy and popular sociology
books of all time, The McDonaldization of Society
demonstrates the power of the sociological
imagination to today's readers in a way that few
books have been able to do. It is ideal for use in a
wide range of undergraduate courses and will be of
equal interest to anyone interested in social criticism.
This book links a large number of social phenomena
to McDonaldization, some which are directly affected
by the principles of the fast-food restaurant and
others where the effect is more indirect.

Classical Sociological Theory
The Encyclopedia of Social Theory is an indispensable
reference source for anyone interested in the roots of
contemporary social theory. It examines the global
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landscape of all the key theories and the theorists
behind them, presenting them in the context needed
to understand their strengths and weaknesses. Led by
internationally renowned scholar George Ritzer, the
Encyclopedia of Social Theory draws together a team
of more than 200 international scholars covering the
developments, achievements, and prospects of social
theory from its inception in the 18th century to the
present. Understanding that social theory can both
explain and alter the social world, this two-volume set
serves as not only a foundation for learning, but also
an inspiration for creative and reflexive engagement
with the rich range of ideas it contains.

Encyclopedia of Social Theory
Metatheorizing has come of age in sociology and
other social science fields, forming the backdrop for
serious intellectual debates over agency and
structure, micro and macro level analysis, positivism
and interpretivism, modernist and postmodernist
thought. These debates are highlighted in this
focused collection of essays. Contributors are among
the leading figures in sociological theory - and
represent a wide array of theoretical `camps'. Many of
the debates in sociological theory are carried forward
in the book. Collectively the contributors point out the
importance of building overarching theoretical models
and suggest new directions for metatheoretical work.

Expressing America
The McDonaldization of Society is George Ritzer's
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seminal work of critical sociology that links classical
sociological theory to many aspects of contemporary
life in a globalized world--Max Weber's rationalization
thesis updated and applied to the the late 20th and
early 21st century. Where Weber focused on
bureaucracies as the "iron cages" of rationalization in
his time, the central premise of McDonaldization is
that the fast food restaurant has become the model
for the rationalization process today. The book
examines ways in which fast food businesses have
created a system of operation based on efficiency,
calculability, predictability, and control; and how the
same principles have been applied to other settings
and contexts as diverse as motel chains, "big box"
stores, churches, child care centers, college rankings,
health care providers, political participation, and most
recently, the Internet.

Modern Sociological Theory
"The strengths of this text are the breadth of theories
covered; the integration of gender-related topics3⁄4
family, work, religion; the use of substantial quotes
from primary texts; the consistent inclusion of
methodological issues.I have no doubt that it will find
a solid position in the field of theory texts." --Kathleen
Slobin, North Dakota State University

Modern Sociological Theory in Continuity
and Change
Now with SAGE Publishing, and co-authored by one of
the foremost authorities on sociological theory, the
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Tenth Edition of Sociological Theory by George Ritzer
and Jeffrey Stepnisky gives readers a comprehensive
overview of the major theorists and schools of
sociological thought, from sociology's origins through
the early 21st century. Key theories are integrated
with biographical sketches of theorists, and are
placed in their historical and intellectual context. This
text helps students better understand the original
works of classical and modern theorists, and enables
them to compare and contrast the latest substantive
concepts. New to this Edition Chapter 1 now includes
a discussion of colonialism as one of the forces that
shaped modern society. The “Historical Sketch”
chapters contain new material on the historical
significance of early women founders, and on the
contributions of W.E.B. Du Bois. Chapters on Marx,
Durkheim, Weber, and Simmel now conclude with
sections on contemporary applications of ideas from
these 19th century thinkers. A new chapter focuses
theories of race, racism, and colonialism, as well as
theories about indigenous peoples and theories from
the “Global South” that challenge the work of scholars
from Europe and North America. The concluding
chapter has a new section on theories of prosumption,
one of the newest developments in consumer theory.
New material on colonization, women classical
theorists, and race theory, as well as new timelines,
added to history chapters.

Introduction to Sociology
Sociology
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The new, updated edition of the authoritative and
comprehensive survey of modern sociology The Wiley
Blackwell Companion to Sociology, Second Edition is
an authoritative survey of the major topics, current
and emerging trends, and contemporary issues in the
study of human social relationships and institutions. A
collection of contributions from globally-recognized
scholars and experts explore the theoretical and
methodological foundations of sociology, new and
established debates, and the most current research in
the field. Broad in scope, this book covers a multitude
of topics ranging from crime, urbanization, sexuality,
and education to new questions surrounding big data,
authoritarian capitalism, and the rise of nationalism.
Since the first edition of the Companion was
published, new developments have emerged and new
problems have been created such as the
omnipresence of social media, political and
institutional upheaval, and the global refugee and
immigration crises. This revised and updated second
edition describes and explains social changes that
have occurred in the past several years, both within
the field of sociology and society as a whole. Previous
material has been updated to reflect current research,
while eleven new chapters address topics including
feminist theory, debt and social change, and armed
conflict and war. This comprehensive volume: Offers
an engaging and accessible guide to the field of
sociology, revised and updated for the second edition
Presents wide-ranging, comprehensive coverage of
the discipline Explores issues of contemporary
relevance such as digital media and consumption
Reflects state-of-the-art scholarship and
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contemporary debates New chapters for the second
edition cover essential topics including feminist
theory, armed conflict, big data, authoritarian
capitalism, debt and social change, and the rise of
nationalism The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Sociology, Second Edition is an invaluable resource
for academics and graduate students, researchers,
scholars, and educators in the discipline of sociology
and allied fields such as anthropology, human
geography, political science, and psychology.

现代社会学理论
Now with SAGE Publishing, and co-authored by one of
the foremost authorities on sociological theory,
George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky’s Classical
Sociological Theory, Seventh Edition, provides a
comprehensive overview of the major theorists and
schools of sociological thought from the
Enlightenment roots of theory through the early 20th
century. The integration of key theories with
biographical sketches of theorists and the requisite
historical and intellectual context helps students to
better understand the original works of classical
authors as well as to compare and contrast classical
theories. New to this Edition · In Ch. 1, Colonialism is
now discussed as a major social force in development
of modern society. · In Ch. 2, there is an expanded
discussion of the historical significance of Early
Women Founders and the contributions of W.E.B. Du
Bois. · The chapter on Du Bois (Ch. 9) includes new
material about his intellectual influences. · New
contemporary commentary about Durkheim has been
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added to Ch. 7. · Ch. 9 includes new material from
recently translated later writings of George Simmel,
providing new context for his overall theory. · Addition
of Historical Context boxes throughout text. · Sections
on contemporary applications of classical theory have
been added to each chapter.

Cram101 textbook outlines to
accompany: Modern sociological theory,
Ritzer and Goodman, 6th edition
Toward an Integrated Sociological
Paradigm
Gives readers an overview of the contemporary
schools of sociological thought. This book integrates
key theories with biographical sketches of theorists,
placing readings in context and helping students
understand the diversity of contemporary theory. It
reflects debates in sociology and includes sections on
Actor-Network theory, and more.

Contemporary Sociological Theory
Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era, Second
Edition, combines well-edited, important original
writings from sociology’s core contemporary theorists
with introductory text that provides a historical and
theoretical framework for understanding them.
Authors Scott Appelrouth and Laura Desfor Edles use
this unique text/reader approach to introduce
students to contemporary sociological theory in a
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lively and engaging fashion. The text/reader provides
not only a biographical and theoretical summary of
each theorist’s works but also an overarching
scaffolding that students can use to examine,
compare, and contrast each theorist’s major themes
and concepts. The book also offers discussions of past
social and intellectual milieus to provide a holistic
picture of the development of the theories discussed.

Contemporary Sociological Theory
In the Third Edition of Ken Allan's highly-praised
Contemporary Social and Sociological Theory book,
sociological theories and theorists are explored using
a straightforward approach and conversational, jargonfree language. Filled with examples drawn from
everyday life, this edition highlights diversity in
contemporary society, exploring theories of race,
gender, and sexuality that address some of today's
most important social concerns. Through this
textbook students will learn to think theoretically and
apply to their own lives.

Metatheorizing
This book is a comprehensive overview of several
major schools of sociological theory. Looking at
various approaches from different cultural contexts,
Abraham first explains conflicting views about the
meaning of sociological theory itself, then analyzes
the basic sociological concepts of "system,"
"structure," "function," and "conflict", and the
methodology of sociological theory. Designed to
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familiarize students with contemporary schools of
theory--including the most recent trends--the book
clearly defines structural functionalism, conflict
theory, symbolic interactionism, and
phenomenological sociology.

Contemporary Social and Sociological
Theory
This innovative text focuses on an American icon,
central to United States culture, that is rapidly
becoming a global expression of prosperity - the
credit card. George Ritzer explains what the credit
card tells us, both good and bad, about the essence of
the modern US and why and how the credit card is
helping to transform much of the world. Drawing on
the insights of both classic and contemporary social
thinkers, including Georg Simmel, C Wright Mills, Karl
Marx and Max Weber, as well as micro-macro, agencystructure and Americanization theories, Ritzer also
reveals to students the powerful insights gained from
using the sociological `imagination' applied to a topic
that students know about and are interested in.

The McDonaldization of Society
Now with SAGE Publishing, Contemporary Sociological
Theory and Its Classical Roots: The Basics, is a brief
survey of sociology's major theorists and theoretical
approaches, from the Classical founders to the
present. With updated scholarship in the new Fifth
Edition, authors George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky
connect many theorists and schools of thought
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together under broad headings that offer students a
synthesized view of sociological theory. This text is
perfect for those who want an accessible overview of
the entire tradition of sociological thinking, with an
emphasis on the contemporary relevance of theory.

The McDonaldization of Society
Latest update of this internationally popular anthology
from George Ritzer.

Contemporary Sociological Theory and
Its Classical Roots
Classical Sociological Theory
Contemporary Sociological Theory
Complements Contemporary sociological theory.

The Globalization of Nothing 2
This text is the teaching solution for instructors who
need a brief, accessible text for sociological theory.
An affordable alternative to a standard text, this
volume includes a range of pedagogical features; it is
concise yet comprehensive, informative, and
engaging for a wide range of students.

Modern Sociological Theory
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This comprehensive collection of contemporary
sociological theory is the definitive guide to current
perspectives and approaches in the field, examining
key topics and debates in the field. Collects the most
representative material available on topics such as
symbolic interactionism, phenomenology,
structuralism, network theory, critical theory, feminist
theory, and the debates over modernity and
postmodernity Includes examinations of the work of
Foucault, Giddens, and Bourdieu A new section for
this edition opens up the debate on power and
inequality Thematically organized

Modern Sociological Theory
The Globalization of Nothing is back in a revised and
completely updated Second Edition. In this
reconceptualized volume, author George Ritzer
focuses his attention squarely on the processes of
globalization and how they relate to McDonaldization.
This revision is shorter, more concise, and spends
much less space on the Nothing-Something
continuum that he introduced in the First Edition.

Handbook of Social Theory
A concise exploration of globalization and its role in
the contemporary era Driven by technological
advancements and global corporations, more and
more people are swept up by globalizing processes,
creating new winners and losers. Globalization: The
Essentials explores the flows, structures, processes,
and consequences of globalization in the modern
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economic, political, and cultural landscape. This
comprehensive introduction offers balanced coverage
of areas such as global economic and cultural flows,
environmental sustainability, the impact of
technology, and racial, economic, and gender
inequality — providing readers with foundational
knowledge of globalization. Extensively revised and
updated, this second edition includes expanded
coverage of human trafficking and migration, global
climate change, fake news and information wars, and
transnational social movements with increased
emphasis on examples from Central and South
America, Africa, and Asia: Offers a straightforward
approach to the multiple facets of globalization and
their positive and negative influences on
contemporary society Employs unique metaphors and
a coherent narrative structure to promote intuitive
understanding of abstract concepts Introduces cuttingedge research, updated statistics, and real-world
examples in areas such as rising global populism,
social justice movements, blockchain technology, and
cryptocurrencies Provides an efficient and flexible
pedagogical structure, allowing integration with
instructor’s own course material Emphasizing student
comprehension, a wide range of source material is
incorporated including empirical research, relevant
theories, newspaper and magazine articles, and
popular books and monographs. Examples of current
research and recent global developments, such as
emerging economies and global health concerns,
encourage classroom discussion and promote
independent study. Globalization: The Essentials — a
compact edition of the authors’ full-sized textbook
Globalization: A Basic Text — provides concise
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coverage of the central concepts of this dynamic field.
Offering a multidisciplinary approach, this textbook is
an invaluable primary or supplemental resource for
undergraduate study in any social science field, as
well as coursework on economics, migration,
inequality and stratification, and politics.

Globalization
This volume is designed as a basic text for upper level
and graduate courses in contemporary sociological
theory. Most sociology programs require their majors
to take at least one course in sociological theory,
sometimes two. A typical breakdown is between
classical and contemporary theory. Theory is perhaps
one of the bro- est areas of sociological inquiry and
serves as a foundation or framework for more
specialized study in specific substantive areas of the
field. In addition, the study of sociological theory can
readily be related to various aspects of other social
science disciplines as well. From the very beginning
sociology has been characterized by alternative
theoretical perspectives. Classical theory includes the
European founding figures of the dis- pline whose
works were produced during the later half of the
nineteenth century and the first couple of decades of
the twentieth century plus early American th- rists.
For most of the second half of the twentieth century,
a fairly high consensus has developed among
American sociologists regarding these major
founders, p- ticularly with regard to the works of
Durkheim and Weber in analyzing the overall society
and of Simmel in analyzing social interaction
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processes. Since the late 1960s and early 1970s the
influence of Marx has also been recognized. Recent
decades have also witnessed an increased emphasis
on the important contributions of several pioneering
feminist perspectives in the early years of sociology.

McDonaldization
Ritzer's long-awaited text in Postmodern Social
Theory is a readable & coherent introduction to the
fundamental ideas & most important thinkers in
postmodern social theory.

Contemporary Sociological Theory
Classical and Contemporary Sociological
Theory
This book is an indispensable resource for anyone
interested in the roots, current debates and future
development of social theory. It draws together a
team of outstanding international scholars, and
presents an authoritative and panoramic critical
survey of the field. The volume is divided into three
parts. The first part examines the classical tradition.
Included here are critical discussions of Comte,
Spencer, Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, Mead,
Freud, Mannheim and classical feminist thought. This
part conveys the classical tradition as a living
resource in social theory, it demonstrates not only the
critical significance of classical writings, but their
continuing relevance. The second part moves on t
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Contemporary Sociological Theory
The Blackwell Companion to Major Classical Social
Theorists provides a comprehensive review of
classical social theory. Containing original essays
especially commissioned for this volume, leading
experts and practitioners examine the life and work of
12 major theorists. Includes 12 original essays by
leading scholars on major classical social theorists
Covers the key figures who shaped social theory, such
as Marx, Weber and Durkheim, as well as additional
classical theorists such as Harriet Martineau and W. E.
B. Du Bois Essays include biographical sketches, the
social and intellectual context, and the impact of the
thinker's work on social theory generally Includes
bibliographies of the theorist's most important works
as well as key secondary works Can be used in
conjunction with The Blackwell Companion to Major
Contemporary Social Theorists, edited by George
Ritzer, for a complete reference source in social
theory
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