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Caveat Emptor
The Art of the Steal tells the story of several largerthan-life figures - the billionaire tycoon Alfred
Taubman; the most powerful woman in the art world,
Dede Brooks; and the wily British executive
Christopher Davidge - who conspired to cheat their
clients out of millions of dollars. It offers an
unprecedented look inside this secretive, glamorous,
gold-plated industry, describing just how Sotheby's
and Christie's grew from clubby, aristocratic
businesses into slick international corporations. And it
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shows how the groundwork for the most recent illegal
activities was laid decades before the perpetrators
were caught by federal prosecutors.

Strapless
In 2007, Bolton Crown Court in the United Kingdom
sentenced Shaun Greenhalgh to four years and eight
months in prison for the crime of producing artistic
forgeries. Working out of a shed in his parents'
garden, Greenhalgh had successfully fooled some of
the world's greatest museums. During the court case,
the breadth of his forgeries shocked the art world and
tantalised the media. What no one realised was how
much more of the story there was to tell. Written in
prison, A Forger's Tale details Shaun's notorious
career and the extraordinary circumstances that led
to it. From Leonardo drawings to L.S. Lowry paintings,
from busts of American presidents to Anglo-Saxon
brooches, from cutting-edge Modernism to the
ancient art of the Stone Age, Greenhalgh could--and
did--copy it all. Told with great wit and charm, this is
the definitive account of Britain's most successful and
infamous forger, a man whose love for art saturates
every page of this extraordinary memoir.

The Cruelest Miles: The Heroic Story of
Dogs and Men in a Race Against an
Epidemic
Five American expatriates living in Budapest in the
early 1990s seek to establish themselves and make
their fortunes in a city still haunted by the tragedies
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of its Communist past. A first novel. Reader's Guide
included. Reprint. 100,000 first printing.

The $12 Million Stuffed Shark
As riveting as a World War II thriller, The Forger's
Spell is the true story of three men and an
extraordinary deception: the revered artist Johannes
Vermeer; the small-time Dutch painter who dared to
impersonate him years later; and the con man's mark,
Hermann Goering, the fanatical art collector and one
of Nazi Germany's most reviled leaders.

The Art Forger
A Forger's Tale
One museum, two thieves, and the Boston
underworld—the story behind the lost Gardner
masterpieces and the art detective who swore to get
them back Shortly after midnight on March 18, 1990,
two men broke into the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum in Boston and committed the largest art
heist in history. They stole a dozen masterpieces,
including one Vermeer, three Rembrandts, and five
Degas. But after thousands of leads, hundreds of
interviews, and a $5-million reward, not a single
painting has been recovered. Worth a total of $500
million, the missing masterpieces have become the
Holy Grail of the art world and one of the nation's
most extraordinary unsolved mysteries. Art detective
Harold Smith worked on the theft for years, and after
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his death, reporter Ulrich Boser inherited his case
files. Traveling deep into the art underworld, Boser
explores Smith's unfinished leads and comes across a
remarkable cast of characters, including the brilliant
rock 'n' roll art thief; the golden-boy gangster who
professes his innocence in rhyming verse; the deadly
mobster James "Whitey" Bulger; and the Boston
heiress Isabella Stewart Gardner, who stipulated in
her will that nothing should ever be changed in her
museum, a provision followed so closely that the
empty frames of the stolen works still hang on the
walls. Boser eventually cracks one of the biggest
mysteries of the case and uncovers the identities of
the men who robbed the museum nearly two decades
ago. A tale of art and greed, of obsession and loss,
The Gardner Heist is as compelling as the stolen
masterpieces themselves.

Writings on Art
A “thrilling, well-researched” account of years of
scandal at the prestigious Getty Museum (Ulrich
Boser, author of The Gardner Heist). In recent years,
several of America’s leading art museums have
voluntarily given up their finest pieces of classical art
to the governments of Italy and Greece. Why would
they be moved to such unheard-of generosity? The
answer lies at the Getty, one of the world’s richest
and most troubled museums, and scandalous
revelations that it had been buying looted antiquities
for decades. Drawing on a trove of confidential
museum records and candid interviews, these two
journalists give us a fly-on-the-wall account of the
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inner workings of a world-class museum, and tell a
story of outlandish characters and bad behavior that
could come straight from the pages of a thriller. “In
an authoritative account, two reporters who led a Los
Angeles Times investigation reveal the details of the
Getty Museum’s illicit purchases, from smugglers and
fences, of looted Greek and Roman antiquities. . . .
The authors offer an excellent recap of the museum’s
misdeeds, brimming with tasty details of the scandal
that motivated several of America’s leading art
museums to voluntarily return to Italy and Greece
some 100 classical antiquities worth more than half a
billion dollars.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review
“An astonishing and penetrating look into a veiled
world where beauty and art are in constant
competition with greed and hypocrisy. This engaging
book will cast a fresh light on many of those gleaming
objects you see in art museums.” —Jonathan Harr,
author of The Lost Painting

Prague
An expose of the corrupt world of forgeries

Veritas
'Abby Ellin's writing is everything her fiancé
pretended to be: witty, vulnerable, brave, smart, and
honest.' - Michael Finkel, author of The Stranger in the
Woods In Duped, New York Times journalist Abby Ellin
explores the secret lives of compulsive liars, and the
tragedy of those who trust them. Perfect for anybody
who enjoyed Bad Blood and Dirty John. While leading
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a double life sounds like the stomping ground of
psychopaths, moles, and covert agents with
indeterminate dialects, plenty of people who appear
'normal' keep canyon-sized secrets from those in their
immediate orbits. These untold stories lead to
enormous surprises, often unpleasant ones. Duped is
an investigation of compulsive liars - and how they
fool their loved ones - drawing on Abby Ellin's
personal experience. From the day Abby went on her
first date with The Commander, she was caught up in
a whirlwind. Within five months he'd proposed, and
they'd moved in together. But there were red flags:
strange stories of international espionage, involving
Osama bin Laden and the Pentagon. Soon his stories
began to unravel until she discovered, far later than
she'd have liked, that he was a complete and utter
fraud. When Ellin wrote about her experience in
Psychology Today, the responses were unlike
anything she'd experienced as a journalist. Legions of
people wrote in with similar stories, of otherwise
sharp-witted and self-aware people being taken in by
ludicrous scams. Why was it so hard to spot these
outlandish stories? Why were so many of the
perpetrators male, and so many of the victims
female? Was there something universal at play here?
In Duped, New York Times journalist Abby Ellin
explores the secret lives of compulsive liars, and the
tragedy of those who trust them - who have
experienced severe, prolonged betrayal - and the
terrible impact on their sense of reality and their
ability to trust ever again. Studying the art and
science of lying, talking to victims who've had their
worlds turned upside down, and writing with great
openness about her own mistakes, she lays the
Page 6/31

Online Library Provenance How A Con Man And A
Forger Rewrote The History Of Modern Art
phenomenon bare. Ellin offers us a shocking and
intimate look not only at the damage that the
duplicitous cause, but the painful reaction of a society
that is all too quick to blame the believer.

The Gardner Heist
The story of an infamous crime, a revered map dealer
with an unsavory secret, and the ruthless subculture
that consumed him Maps have long exerted a special
fascination on viewers—both as beautiful works of art
and as practical tools to navigate the world. But to
those who collect them, the map trade can be a
cutthroat business, inhabited by quirky and
sometimes disreputable characters in search of a
finite number of extremely rare objects. Once
considered a respectable antiquarian map dealer, E.
Forbes Smiley spent years doubling as a map thief
—until he was finally arrested slipping maps out of
books in the Yale University library. The Map Thief
delves into the untold history of this fascinating highstakes criminal and the inside story of the industry
that consumed him. Acclaimed reporter Michael
Blanding has interviewed all the key players in this
stranger-than-fiction story, and shares the fascinating
histories of maps that charted the New World, and
how they went from being practical instruments to
quirky heirlooms to highly coveted objects. Though
pieces of the map theft story have been written
before, Blanding is the first reporter to explore the
story in full—and had the rare privilege of having
access to Smiley himself after he’d gone silent in the
wake of his crimes. Moreover, although Smiley swears
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he has admitted to all of the maps he stole, libraries
claim he stole hundreds more—and offer intriguing
clues to prove it. Now, through a series of exclusive
interviews with Smiley and other key individuals,
Blanding teases out an astonishing tale of destruction
and redemption. The Map Thief interweaves Smiley’s
escapades with the stories of the explorers and
mapmakers he knew better than anyone. Tracking a
series of thefts as brazen as the art heists in
Provenance and a subculture as obsessive as the
oenophiles in The Billionaire’s Vinegar, Blanding has
pieced together an unforgettable story of high-stakes
crime.

Duped
Recounts the activities of John Drewe, who
manipulated struggling artist John Myatt and other
unwitting accomplices to become prolific art forgers
whose works Drewe successfully passed off as
legitimate pieces that still adorn private collections,
large galleries, and prestigious museums.

Siege
A fly-on-the-wall account of the smart and strange
subcultures that make, trade, curate, collect, and
hype contemporary art. The art market has been
booming. Museum attendance is surging. More people
than ever call themselves artists. Contemporary art
has become a mass entertainment, a luxury good, a
job description, and, for some, a kind of alternative
religion. In a series of beautifully paced narratives,
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Sarah Thornton investigates the drama of a Christie's
auction, the workings in Takashi Murakami's studios,
the elite at the Basel Art Fair, the eccentricities of
Artforum magazine, the competition behind an
important art prize, life in a notorious art-school
seminar, and the wonderland of the Venice Biennale.
She reveals the new dynamics of creativity, taste,
status, money, and the search for meaning in life. A
judicious and juicy account of the institutions that
have the power to shape art history, based on
hundreds of interviews with high-profile players,
Thornton's entertaining ethnography will change the
way you look at contemporary culture.

The Forger's Spell
The Art of Forgery: Case Studies in Deception
explores the stories, dramas and human intrigues
surrounding the world’s most famous forgeries –
investigating the motivations of the artists and
criminals who have faked great works of art, and in
doing so conned the public and the art establishment
alike.

Seven Days in the Art World
A celebration of the role of people in operating and
sustaining the Metropolitan Museum of Art presents
interviews with fifty-two people, from its security
guards and cleaners to its philanthropist supporters
and famous patrons.

The Guise of Another
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Art scams are today so numerous that the specter of
a lawsuit arising from a mistaken attribution has
scared a number of experts away from the business
of authentication and forgery, and with good reason.
Art scams are increasingly convincing and involve
incredible sums of money. The cons perpetrated by
unscrupulous art dealers and their accomplices are
proportionately elaborate. Anthony M. Amore's The
Art of the Con tells the stories of some of history's
most notorious yet untold cons. They involve stolen
art hidden for decades; elaborate ruses that involve
the Nazis and allegedly plundered art; the theft of a
conceptual prototype from a well-known artist by his
assistant to be used later to create copies; the use of
online and television auction sites to scam buyers out
of millions; and other confidence scams incredible not
only for their boldness but more so because they
actually worked. Using interviews and newly released
court documents, The Art of the Con will also take the
reader into the investigations that led to the capture
of the con men, who oftentimes return back to the
world of crime. For some, it's an irresistible urge
because their innocent dupes all share something in
common: they want to believe.

Fakes, Forgeries, and Frauds
'The scientific techniques described encompass
relevant examples of forgery detection and of
authentication. The book deals, to name a few, with
the Chagall, the Jackson Pollock and the Beltracchi
affairs and discusses the Isleworth Mona Lisa as well
as La Bella Principessa both thought to be a Leonardo
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creation. The authentication, amongst others, of two
van Gogh paintings, of Vermeer's St Praxedis, of
Leonardo's Lady with an Ermine and of Rembrandt's
Old Man with a Beard are also described.'Over the last
few decades there has been a disconcerting increase
in the number of forged paintings. In retaliation, there
has been a rise in the use, efficiency and ability of
scientific techniques to detect these forgeries. The
scientist has waged war on the forger.The Scientist
and the Forger describes the cutting-edge and
traditional weapons in this battle, showing how they
have been applied to the most notorious cases. The
book also provides fresh insights into the psychology
of both the viewer and the forger, shedding light on
why the discovery that a work of art is a forgery
makes us view it so differently and providing a
gripping analysis of the myriad motivations behind
the most egregious incursions into deception.The
book concludes by discussing the pressing problems
faced by the art world today, stressing the importance
of using appropriate tools for a valid verdict on
authenticity. Written in an approachable and
amenable style, the book will make fascinating
reading for non-specialists, art historians, curators
and scientists alike.

Stealing the Show
The creator of the FBI's Art Crime Team recounts his
dramatic career, describing high-stakes undercover
missions involving valuable stolen antiquities, in an
account that covers his role in a famous unsolved
crime.
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The Art of the Steal
In the predawn hours of a gloomy February day in
1994, two thieves entered the National Gallery in Oslo
and made off with one of the world's most famous
paintings, Edvard Munch's Scream. It was a brazen
crime committed while the whole world was watching
the opening ceremonies of the Winter Olympics in
Lillehammer. Baffled and humiliated, the Norwegian
police turned to the one man they believed could
help: a half English, half American undercover cop
named Charley Hill, the world's greatest art detective.
The Rescue Artist is a rollicking narrative that carries
readers deep inside the art underworld -- and
introduces them to a large and colorful cast of titled
aristocrats, intrepid investigators, and thick-necked
thugs. But most compelling of all is Charley Hill
himself, a complicated mix of brilliance, foolhardiness,
and charm whose hunt for a purloined treasure would
either cap an illustrious career or be the fiasco that
would haunt him forever.

The Rescue Artist
From National Book Critics Circle Award-winning
author Ariel Sabar, the gripping true story of a
sensational religious forgery and the scandal that
shook Harvard. In 2012, Dr. Karen King, a star
professor at Harvard Divinity School, announced a
blockbuster discovery at a scholarly conference just
steps from the Vatican: She had found an ancient
fragment of papyrus in which Jesus calls Mary
Magdalene "my wife." The tattered manuscript made
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international headlines. If early Christians believed
Jesus was married, it would upend the 2,000-year
history of the world's predominant faith, threatening
not just the celibate, all-male priesthood but sacred
teachings on marriage, sex and women's leadership.
Biblical scholars were in an uproar, but King had
impeccable credentials as a world-renowned authority
on female figures in the lost Christian texts from
Egypt known as the Gnostic gospels. "The Gospel of
Jesus's Wife"--as she provocatively titled her
discovery--was both a crowning career achievement
and powerful proof for her arguments that Christianity
from its start embraced alternative, and far more
inclusive, voices. As debates over the manuscript's
authenticity raged, award-winning journalist Ariel
Sabar set out to investigate a baffling mystery: where
did this tiny scrap of papyrus come from? His search
for answers is an international detective
story--leading from the factory districts of Berlin to
the former headquarters of the East German Stasi
before winding up in rural Florida, where he
discovered an internet pornographer with a
prophetess wife, a fascination with the Pharaohs and
a tortured relationship with the Catholic Church.
VERITAS is a tale of fierce intellectual rivalries at the
highest levels of academia, a piercing psychological
portrait of a disillusioned college dropout whose life
had reached a breaking point, and a tragedy about a
brilliant scholar handed a piece of scripture that
embodied her greatest hopes for Christianity--but
forced a reckoning with fundamental questions about
the nature of truth and the line between reason and
faith.
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The Irish Game
When he retired as the chief security officer of New
York City’s Metropolitan Museum of Art, John Barelli
had spent the better part of forty years responsible
not only for one of the richest treasure troves on the
planet, but the museum’s staff, the millions of
visitors, as well as American presidents, royalty, and
heads of state from around the world. For the first
time, John Barelli shares his experiences of the crimes
that occurred on his watch; the investigations that
captured thieves and recovered artwork; the lessons
he learned and shared with law enforcement
professionals in the United States and abroad; the
accidents and near misses; and a few mysteries that
were sadly never solved. He takes readers behind the
scenes at the Met, introduces curators and
administrators, walks the empty corridors after hours,
and shares what it’s like to get the call that an
ancient masterpiece has gone missing. The
Metropolitan Museum covers twelve acres in the heart
of Manhattan and is filled with five thousand years of
work by history’s great artists known and unknown:
Goya, da Vinci, Rembrandt, Warhol, Pollack, Egyptian
mummies, Babylonian treasures, Colonial crafts, and
Greek vases. John and a small staff of security
professionals housed within the Museum were
responsible for all of it. Over the years, John helped
make the museum the state-of-the-art facility it is
today and created a legacy in art security for decades
to come. Focusing on six thefts but filled with
countless stories that span the late 1970s on into the
21st century, John opens the files on thefts, shows
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how museum personnel along with local and
sometimes Federal Agents opened investigations and
more often than not caught the thief. But of ultimate
importance was the recovery of the artwork, including
Celtic and Egyptian gold, French tapestries, Greek
sculpture, and more. At the heart of this book there
will always be art—those who love it and those who
take it, two groups of people that are far from
mutually exclusive.

Master Thieves
At the same time Adolf Hitler was attempting to take
over the western world, his armies were methodically
seeking and hoarding the finest art treasures in
Europe. The Fuehrer had begun cataloguing the art he
planned to collect as well as the art he would destroy:
"degenerate" works he despised. In a race against
time, behind enemy lines, often unarmed, a special
force of American and British museum directors,
curators, art historians, and others, called the
Momuments Men, risked their lives scouring Europe to
prevent the destruction of thousands of years of
culture. Focusing on the eleven-month period
between D-Day and V-E Day, this fascinating account
follows six Monuments Men and their impossible
mission to save the world's great art from the Nazis.

Forged
In the annals of art theft, no case has matched-for
sheer criminal panache-the heist at Ireland's
Russborough House in 1986. The Irish police knew
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right away that the mastermind was a Dublin
gangster named Martin Cahill. Yet the great plunder
-including a Gainsborough, a Goya, two Rubenses,
and a Vermeer- remained at large for years. Cahill
taunted the police with a string of other crimes, but in
the end it was the paintings that brought him low. The
challenge of disposing of such famous works forced
him to reach outside his familiar world into the
international arena, and when he did, his pursuers
were waiting. The movie-perfect sting that broke
Cahill uncovered an astonishing maze of banking and
drug-dealing connections that redefined the way
police view art theft. As if that were not enough, the
recovery of the Vermeer-by then worth $200 millionled to a remarkable discovery about the way Vermeer
achieved his photographic perspective. The Irish
Game places the great theft in Ireland's long sad
history of violence and follows the thread that led, as
a direct result of Cahill's desperate adventures with
the Russborough art, to his assassination by the IRA.
With the storytelling skill of a novelist and the
instincts of a detective, Matthew Hart follows the
twists and turns of this celebrated case, linking it with
two other world-famous thefts-of Vermeer's "The
Concert" and other famous paintings at the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, and of Edvard
Munch's "The Scream" at the National Gallery of
Norway in Oslo. Sharply observed, fully explored, The
Irish Game is a masterpiece in the literature of true
crime.

The Scientist and the Forger
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In Breaking van Gogh, James Grundvig investigates
the history and authenticity of van Gogh’s iconic
Wheat Field with Cypresses, currently on display at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Relying
on a vast array of techniques from the study of the
painter’s biography and personal correspondence to
the examination of the painting’s style and technical
characteristics, Grundvig proves that “the most
expensive purchase” housed in the Met is a fake. The
Wheat Field with Cypresses is traditionally considered
to date to the time of van Gogh’s stay in the SaintRémy mental asylum, where the artist produced
many of his masterpieces. After his suicide, these
paintings languished for a decade, until his sister-inlaw took them to a family friend for restoration. The
restorer had other ideas. In the course of his
investigation, Grundvig traces the incredible story of
this piece from the artist’s brushstrokes in sunlit
southern France to a forger’s den in Paris, the art
collections of a prominent Jewish banking family and a
Nazi-sympathizing Swiss arms dealer, and finally the
walls of the Met. The riveting narrative weaves its
way through the turbulent history of twentiethcentury Europe, as the painting’s fate is intimately
bound with some of its major players.

Stealing Rembrandts
Forged explores the notion of art forgery from ancient
times to the present.

The Devil's Star
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The first collection of Mark Rothko's writings, which
range the entire span of his career While the collected
writings of many major 20th-century artists, including
Barnett Newman, Robert Motherwell, and Ad
Reinhardt, have been published, Mark Rothko's
writings have only recently come to light, beginning
with the critically acclaimed The Artist's Reality:
Philosophies of Art. Rothko's other written works have
yet to be brought together into a major publication.
Writings on Art fills this significant void; it includes
some 90 documents--including short essays, letters,
statements, and lectures--written by Rothko over the
course of his career. The texts are fully annotated,
and a chronology of the artist's life and work is also
included. This provocative compilation of both
published and unpublished writings from 1934--69
reveals a number of things about Rothko: the
importance of writing for an artist who many believed
had renounced the written word; the meaning of
transmission and transition that he experienced as an
art teacher at the Brooklyn Jewish Center Academy;
his deep concern for meditation and spirituality; and
his private relationships with contemporary artists
(including Newman, Motherwell, and Clyfford Still) as
well as journalists and curators. As was revealed in
Rothko's The Artist's Reality, what emerges from this
collection is a more detailed picture of a
sophisticated, deeply knowledgeable, and
philosophical artist who was also a passionate and
articulate writer.

The Wrecking Crew
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Michael Wolff, author of the bombshell bestseller Fire
and Fury, once again takes us inside the Trump
presidency to reveal a White House under siege. Just
one year into Donald Trump’s term as president,
Michael Wolff told the electrifying story of a White
House consumed by controversy, chaos, and intense
rivalries. Fire and Fury, an instant sensation, defined
the first phase of the Trump administration; now, in
Siege, Wolff has written an equally essential and
explosive book about a presidency that is under fire
from almost every side. At the outset of Trump’s
second year as president, his situation is profoundly
different. No longer tempered by experienced
advisers, he is more impulsive and volatile than ever.
But the wheels of justice are inexorably turning:
Robert Mueller’s “witch hunt” haunts Trump every
day, and other federal prosecutors are taking a deep
dive into his business affairs. Many in the political
establishment—even some members of his own
administration—have turned on him and are
dedicated to bringing him down. The Democrats see
victory at the polls, and perhaps impeachment, in
front of them. Trump, meanwhile, is certain he is
invincible, making him all the more exposed and
vulnerable. Week by week, as Trump becomes
increasingly erratic, the question that lies at the heart
of his tenure becomes ever more urgent: Will this
most abnormal of presidencies at last reach the
breaking point and implode? Both a riveting narrative
and a brilliant front-lines report, Siege provides an
alarming and indelible portrait of a president like no
other. Surrounded by enemies and blind to his peril,
Trump is a raging, self-destructive inferno—and the
most divisive leader in American history.
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The Art Detective
"A stirring tale of survival, thanks to man's best
friend." —Seattle Times When a deadly diphtheria
epidemic swept through Nome, Alaska, in 1925, the
local doctor knew that without a fresh batch of
antitoxin, his patients would die. The lifesaving serum
was a thousand miles away, the port was icebound,
and planes couldn't fly in blizzard conditions—only the
dogs could make it. The heroic dash of dog teams
across the Alaskan wilderness to Nome inspired the
annual Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race and immortalized
Balto, the lead dog of the last team whose bronze
statue still stands in New York City's Central Park. This
is the greatest dog story, never fully told until now.

Museum
In the heat of a sweltering Oslo summer, a young
woman is found murdered in her flat—with one of her
fingers cut off and a tiny red star-shaped diamond
placed under her eyelid. An off-the-rails alcoholic
barely holding on to his job, Detective Harry Hole is
assigned the case with Tom Waaler, a hated
colleague whom Harry believes is responsible for the
murder of his partner. When another woman is
reported missing five days later, and her severed
finger turns up adorned with a red star-shaped
diamond ring, Harry fears a serial killer is at work. But
Hole's determination to capture a fiend and to expose
Waaler's crimes is leading him into shadowy places
where both investigations merge in unexpected ways,
forcing him to make difficult decisions about a future
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he may not live to see.

The Art of Forgery
Who was James Putnam? Answering that question
may mean salvation for Alexander Rupert, a
Minnesota detective whose life is in a serious
downward spiral. A Medal of Valor winner, Alexander
is now under subpoena by a grand jury on suspicion
of corruption. He’s been reassigned to the Frauds
Unit, where he is shunned by his fellow detectives,
and he fears his status-seeking wife may be having an
affair. When he happens across a complex case of
identity theft, Alexander sees an opportunity to
rehabilitate his tattered reputation. But the case
explodes into far more than he could have expected,
putting him in the path of trained assassin Drago
Basta, a veteran of the Balkan wars who has been
searching for “James Putnam” for years. As his life
spins out of control, Alexander’s last hope may be his
older brother, Max, a fellow police detective who
steps in to try to save his brother from the carnage
his investigation has let loose. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

The Medici Conspiracy
Shares the story behind the creation of John Singer
Sargent's famous painting, which propelled the artist
into international renown but condemned his young
subject, Virginie Gautreau of New Orleans, to a
lifetime of public ridicule and self-loathing due to the
work's perceived sexuality. Reprint. 17,500 first
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printing.

Chasing Aphrodite
The story begins, as stories do in all good thrillers,
with a botched robbery and a police chase. Eight
Apuleian vases of the fourth century B.C. are
discovered in the swimming pool of a German-based
art smuggler. More valuable than the recovery of the
vases, however, is the discovery of the smuggler's
card index detailing his deals and dealers. It reveals
the existence of a web of tombaroli—tomb raiders—
who steal classical artifacts, and a network of dealers
and smugglers who spirit them out of Italy and into
the hands of wealthy collectors and museums. Peter
Watson, a former investigative journalist for the
London Sunday Times and author of two previous
exposés of art world scandals, names the key figures
in this network that has depleted Europe's classical
artifacts. Among the loot are the irreplaceable and
highly collectable vases of Euphronius, the equivalent
in their field of the sculpture of Bernini or the painting
of Michelangelo. The narrative leads to the doors of
some major institutions: Sothebys, the Getty Museum
in L.A., the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York among them.
Filled with great characters and human drama, The
Medici Conspiracy authoritatively exposes another
shameful round in one of the oldest games in the
world: theft, smuggling and duplicitous dealing, all in
the name of art.

Breaking van Gogh
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Why would a smart New York investment banker pay
$12 million for the decaying, stuffed carcass of a
shark? By what alchemy does Jackson Pollock's drip
painting No. 5, 1948 sell for $140 million? Intriguing
and entertaining, The $12 Million Stuffed Shark is a
Freakonomics approach to the economics and
psychology of the contemporary art world. Why were
record prices achieved at auction for works by 131
contemporary artists in 2006 alone, with astonishing
new heights reached in 2007? Don Thompson
explores the money, lust, and self-aggrandizement of
the art world in an attempt to determine what makes
a particular work valuable while others are ignored.
This book is the first to look at the economics and the
marketing strategies that enable the modern art
market to generate such astronomical prices. Drawing
on interviews with both past and present executives
of auction houses and art dealerships, artists, and the
buyers who move the market, Thompson launches the
reader on a journey of discovery through the peculiar
world of modern art. Surprising, passionate, gossipy,
revelatory, The $12 Million Stuffed Shark reveals a
great deal that even experienced auction purchasers
do not know.

Priceless
In a secret meeting in 1981, a master thief named
Louis Royce gave career gangster Ralph Rossetti the
tip of a lifetime. As a kid, Royce had visited the
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum and made a habit
of sneaking in at night to find a good place to sleep.
He knew the Museum's security was lax, and he gave
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this information to a boss of the Boston criminal
underworld. It took years before the Museum was hit.
But when it finally happened, it quickly became one of
the most infamous art heists in history: 13 works of
art valued at up to 500 million—including
Rembrandt's "The Storm on the Sea of Galilee." The
identity of the thieves were a mystery, the paintings
were never found. What happened in those
intervening years? Which Boston crew landed the big
score? And why, more than 20 years later, did the FBI
issue a press conference stating that they knew who
had pulled off the heist and what had happened to
the artwork, but provided no identities and scant
details? These mysteries are the story of Kurkjian's
revealing book. The best and longest-tenured reporter
on this case, and one of the most decorated
investigative reporters in America, Kurkjian will reveal
the identities of this who plotted the heist, the motive
for the crime, and the details that the FBI refused to
reveal. He will take the reader deep into the Boston
mob, and paint the most complete and compelling
picture of this story ever told.

The Art of the Con
The astonishing true story of America’s most
accomplished art forger: a kid from New Jersey who
became a master, fooling experts and eluding the FBI
for thirty years. Ten years ago, an FBI investigation in
conjunction with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the
Southern District of New York was about to expose a
scandal in the art world that would have been frontpage news in New York and London. After a trail of
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fake paintings of astonishing quality led federal
agents to art dealers, renowned experts, and the
major auction houses, the investigation inexplicably
ended, despite an abundance of evidence collected.
The case was closed and the FBI file was marked
“exempt from public disclosure.” Now that the statute
of limitations on these crimes has expired and the
case appears hermetically sealed shut by the FBI, this
book, Caveat Emptor, is Ken Perenyi’s confession. It is
the story, in detail, of how he pulled it all off.
Glamorous stories of art-world scandal have always
captured the public imagination. However, not since
Clifford Irving’s 1969 bestselling Fake has there been
a story at all like this one. Caveat Emptor is unique in
that it is the first and only book by and about
America’s first and only great art forger. And unlike
other forgers, Perenyi produced no paper trail, no
fake provenance whatsoever; he let the paintings
speak for themselves. And that they did, routinely
mesmerizing the experts in mere seconds. In the
tradition of Frank Abagnale’s Catch Me If You Can,
and certain to be a bombshell for the major
international auction houses and galleries, here is the
story of America’s greatest art forger.

The Map Thief
A tautly paced investigation of one the 20th century's
most audacious art frauds, which generated hundreds
of forgeries-many of them still hanging in prominent
museums and private collections today Provenance is
the extraordinary narrative of one of the most farreaching and elaborate deceptions in art history.
Page 25/31

Online Library Provenance How A Con Man And A
Forger Rewrote The History Of Modern Art
Investigative reporters Laney Salisbury and Aly Sujo
brilliantly recount the tale of a great con man and
unforgettable villain, John Drewe, and his sometimes
unwitting accomplices. Chief among those was the
struggling artist John Myatt, a vulnerable single father
who was manipulated by Drewe into becoming a
prolific art forger. Once Myatt had painted the pieces,
the real fraud began. Drewe managed to infiltrate the
archives of the upper echelons of the British art world
in order to fake the provenance of Myatt's forged
pieces, hoping to irrevocably legitimize the fakes
while effectively rewriting art history. The story
stretches from London to Paris to New York, from tony
Manhattan art galleries to the esteemed Giacometti
and Dubuffet associations, to the archives at the Tate
Gallery. This enormous swindle resulted in the
introduction of at least two hundred forged paintings,
some of them breathtakingly good and most of them
selling for hundreds of thousands of dollars. Many of
these fakes are still out in the world, considered
genuine and hung prominently in private houses,
large galleries, and prestigious museums. And the
sacred archives, undermined by John Drewe, remain
tainted to this day. Provenance reads like a wellplotted thriller, filled with unforgettable characters
and told at a breakneck pace. But this is most
certainly not fiction; Provenance is the meticulously
researched and captivating account of one of the
greatest cons in the history of art forgery.

The Monuments Men
A leading authority on British portraiture and expert
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for the BBC's Antiques Roadshow shares favorite
stories from his career while imparting professional
insights into detecting and restoring valuable art, in
an account told through chapters that focus on
significant painting discoveries. Reprint. TV tie-in.

Provenance
A fascinating read about fakes, forgeries, and frauds.
What’s real? What’s fake? Why do we care? In this
time of false news and fake science, these questions
are more important than ever. Fakes, Forgeries, and
Frauds goes beyond the headlines, tweets, and blogs
to explore the true nature of authenticity and why it
means so much today. This book delivers nine
fascinating true stories that introduce the fakers,
forgers, art authenticators, and others that populate
this dark world. Examples include: Shakespeare—How
an enterprising teenager in the 1790s faked
Shakespeare and duped Literary London.
Rembrandt—How art history, connoisseurship, and
science are re-shaping our view of what Rembrandt
painted and how the canvas changed over time.
Relics—Was Saint Cecilia, the patron saint of music, a
real Roman teenager who was martyred 1,800 years
ago in the same place where her church stands
today? Jackson Pollock—How do experts pick out the
real Pollocks from the thousands of fakes?
Nuremberg—How repeated reconstructions of
medieval Nuremburg—including one by Adolf
Hitler—show how historic preservation became a tool
for propaganda. Fakes, Forgeries, and Frauds also
raises provocative questions about the meaning of
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reality. What happens when spiritual truth conflicts
with historic fact? Can an object retain its essence
when most of it was replaced? Why did some art
patrons value an excellent copy more than the
original? Why do we find fakes so eternally
fascinating, and forgers such appealing con artists?
Fakes, Forgeries, and Frauds is a full-color book with
30 color photos. It shows that reality, exemplified by
discrete physical objects, is actually mutable,
unsettling, and plainly weird. Readers discover things
that are less than meets the eye—and might even
reconsider what’s real, what’s fake, and why they
should care.

Fakes
A spellbinding journey into the high-stakes world of
art theft Today, art theft is one of the most profitable
criminal enterprises in the world, exceeding $6 billion
in losses to galleries and art collectors annually. And
the masterpieces of Rembrandt van Rijn are some of
the most frequently targeted. In Stealing Rembrandts,
art security expert Anthony M. Amore and awardwinning investigative reporter Tom Mashberg reveal
the actors behind the major Rembrandt heists in the
last century. Through thefts around the world - from
Stockholm to Boston, Worcester to Ohio - the authors
track daring entries and escapes from the world's
most renowned museums. There are robbers who
coolly walk off with multimillion dollar paintings; selfstyled art experts who fall in love with the Dutch
master and desire to own his art at all costs; and
international criminal masterminds who don't hesitate
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to resort to violence. They also show how museums
are thwarted in their ability to pursue the thieves even going so far as to conduct investigations on their
own, far away from the maddening crowd of police
intervention, sparing no expense to save the priceless
masterpieces. Stealing Rembrandts is an exhilarating,
one-of-a-kind look at the black market of art theft,
and how it compromises some of the greatest
treasures the world has ever known.

Very Thin Line
“[A] highly entertaining literary thriller about fine art
and foolish choices.” —Parade “[A] nimble mystery.”
—The New York Times Book Review “Gripping.” —O,
The Oprah Magazine Almost twenty-five years after
the infamous art heist at the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum—still the largest unsolved art theft in
history—one of the stolen Degas paintings is
delivered to the Boston studio of a young artist. Claire
Roth has entered into a Faustian bargain with a
powerful gallery owner by agreeing to forge the
Degas in exchange for a one-woman show in his
renowned gallery. But as she begins her work, she
starts to suspect that this long-missing
masterpiece—the very one that had been hanging at
the Gardner for one hundred years—may itself be a
forgery. The Art Forger is a thrilling novel about
seeing—and not seeing—the secrets that lie beneath
the canvas.

Provenance
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The author of the best-selling What's the Matter with
Kansas? examines the consequences of several
decades of deliberate and lucrative conservative
misrule, revealing how Washington has been remade
into a world of economic disparity, lobbyists, and
incompetence. Reprint.
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