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Toyotomi Hideyoshi
Warrior. Samurai. Legend. “A readable, compassionate account of an extraordinary
life.” —The Washington Post The remarkable life of history’s first foreign-born
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samurai, and his astonishing journey from Northeast Africa to the heights of
Japanese society. When Yasuke arrived in Japan in the late 1500s, he had already
traveled much of the known world. Kidnapped as a child, he had ended up a
servant and bodyguard to the head of the Jesuits in Asia, with whom he traversed
India and China learning multiple languages as he went. His arrival in Kyoto,
however, literally caused a riot. Most Japanese people had never seen an African
man before, and many of them saw him as the embodiment of the black-skinned
(in local tradition) Buddha. Among those who were drawn to his presence was Lord
Nobunaga, head of the most powerful clan in Japan, who made Yasuke a samurai in
his court. Soon, he was learning the traditions of Japan’s martial arts and
ascending the upper echelons of Japanese society. In the four hundred years since,
Yasuke has been known in Japan largely as a legendary, perhaps mythical figure.
Now African Samurai presents the never-before-told biography of this unique figure
of the sixteenth century, one whose travels between countries, cultures and
classes offers a new perspective on race in world history and a vivid portrait of life
in medieval Japan.

Samurai
Lord Hideyoshi, the regent of Japan at the time, took the first step toward the
control of firearms. It was a very small step, and it was not taken simply to protect
feudal lords from being shot at by peasants but to get all weapons out of the hands
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of civilians. He said nothing about arms control. Instead, he announced that he was
going to build a statue of Buddha that would make all existing statues look like
midgets. It would be so enormous (the figure was about twice the scale of the
Statue of Liberty), that many tons of iron would be needed just for the braces and
bolts. Still more was required to erect the accompanying temple, which was to
cover a piece of ground something over an eighth of a mile square. All farmers, jisamurai, and monks were invited to contribute their swords and guns to the cause.
They were, in fact, required to. -- from publisher description.

Samurai Awakening
A vivid, deeply researched work of history that explores the life of an
unconventional woman during the first half of the 19th century in Edo—the city
that would become Tokyo—and a portrait of a great city on the brink of a
momentous encounter with the West. The daughter of a Buddhist priest, Tsuneno
was born in a rural Japanese village and was expected to live a traditional life much
like her mother’s. But after three divorces—and a temperament much too strongwilled for her family’s approval—she ran away to make a life for herself in one of
the largest cities in the world: Edo, a bustling metropolis at its peak. With Tsuneno
as our guide, we experience the drama and excitement of Edo just prior to the
arrival of American Commodore Perry’s fleet, which transformed Japan. During this
pivotal moment in Japanese history, Tsuneno bounces from tenement to tenement,
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marries a masterless samurai, and eventually enters the service of a famous city
magistrate. Tsuneno’s life provides a window into 19th-century Japanese
culture—and a rare view of an extraordinary woman who sacrificed her family and
her reputation to make a new life for herself, in defiance of social conventions.
Immersive and fascinating, Stranger in the Shogun’s City is a revelatory work of
history, layered with rich detail and delivered with beautiful prose, about the life of
a woman, a city, and a culture.

The Last Samurai
During World War II a community called Manzanar was hastily created in the high
mountain desert country of California, east of the Sierras. Its purpose was to house
thousands of Japanese American internees. One of the first families to arrive was
the Wakatsukis, who were ordered to leave their fishing business in Long Beach
and take with them only the belongings they could carry. For Jeanne Wakatsuki, a
seven-year-old child, Manzanar became a way of life in which she struggled and
adapted, observed and grew. For her father it was essentially the end of his life. At
age thirty-seven, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston recalls life at Manzanar through the
eyes of the child she was. She tells of her fear, confusion, and bewilderment as
well as the dignity and great resourcefulness of people in oppressive and
demeaning circumstances. Written with her husband, Jeanne delivers a powerful
first-person account that reveals her search for the meaning of Manzanar. Farewell
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to Manzanar has become a staple of curriculum in schools and on campuses across
the country. Last year the San Francisco Chronicle named it one of the twentieth
century’s 100 best nonfiction books from west of the Rockies. First published in
1973, this new edition of the classic memoir of a devastating Japanese American
experience includes an inspiring afterword by the authors.

Musui's Story
No Surrender
Japan to 1600 surveys Japanese historical development from the first evidence of
human habitation in the archipelago to the consolidation of political power under
the Tokugawa shogunate at the beginning of the seventeenth century. The book
focuses on continuity and change in social and economic structures, although it
does not ignore the political and cultural. Most chapters begin with an outline of
political developments, and cultural phenomena--particularly religious beliefs--are
also taken into account. --From publisher's description.

Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai
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The book reveals how a man on the way to being a misfit in the United States
became the heroic American samurai." It discusses Janes as one of the few
Westerners allowed to live in the interior and as the "father" of the Kumamoto
Band, which became the dominant wing of Japanese Protestantism and a
significant modernizing force. Originally published in 1985. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University
Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.

Samurai!
Brings together a collection of leadership precepts and success principles from the
powerful sixteenth-century samurai Toyotami Hideyoshi, a peasant warrior who
transcended class barriers to ultimately become the most powerful man in Japan,
emphasizing such important traits as good judgment, intelligence, determination,
drive, and anticipation. 20,000 first printing.
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A History of the Samurai
This study contains twenty-two essays by leading historians on the Tokugawa
Period (1600-1868), eight of which have never before been published. The
Tokugawa Period has long been seen as one of Eastern feudalism, awaiting the
breakthrough that came with the Meiji enlightenment and the opening of Japan to
the West. The general thrust of these papers is to show that in many institutional
aspects Japan was far from backward before the Meiji Period, and that many of the
preconditions of modernization were present and developing much earlier than has
generally been believed. This collection will be particularly valuable to students
and scholars of comparative and Japanese modernization. Originally published in
1968. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist
of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.

Kamikaze
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"Nimura paints history in cinematic strokes and brings a forgotten story to vivid,
unforgettable life." —Arthur Golden, author of Memoirs of a Geisha In 1871, five
young girls were sent by the Japanese government to the United States. Their
mission: learn Western ways and return to help nurture a new generation of
enlightened men to lead Japan. Raised in traditional samurai households during the
turmoil of civil war, three of these unusual ambassadors—Sutematsu Yamakawa,
Shige Nagai, and Ume Tsuda—grew up as typical American schoolgirls. Upon their
arrival in San Francisco they became celebrities, their travels and traditional
clothing exclaimed over by newspapers across the nation. As they learned English
and Western customs, their American friends grew to love them for their high
spirits and intellectual brilliance. The passionate relationships they formed reveal
an intimate world of cross-cultural fascination and connection. Ten years later,
they returned to Japan—a land grown foreign to them—determined to revolutionize
women’s education. Based on in-depth archival research in Japan and in the United
States, including decades of letters from between the three women and their
American host families, Daughters of the Samurai is beautifully, cinematically
written, a fascinating lens through which to view an extraordinary historical
moment.

Musashi
A Collection of Thoughts, Sayings and Meditations on the Way of the Samurai "It is
Page 8/27

Access Free Samurai The Autobiography Of Japan S World War Two Flying
Ace Uncommon Valor
said that what is called "the spirit of an age" is something to which one cannot
return. That this spirit gradually dissipates is due to the world's coming to an end.
For this reason, although one would like to change today's world back to the spirit
of one hundred years or more ago, it cannot be done. Thus it is important to make
the best out of every generation." — Tsunetomo Yamamoto, Hagakure: The Book
of the Samurai A formerly secret text known only to the Samurai, Hagakure is a
classic text on Bushido--the Way of the Warrior. More than just a handbook for
battle, Hagakure is a text that filled with teachings that still apply in business,
political and social situations today. This Xist Classics edition has been
professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This eBook
also contains a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion questions. We
hope you’ll share this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues and can’t
wait to hear what you have to say about it.

Miyamoto Musashi: a Life in Arms
A young man describes his torment as he struggles to reconcile the diverse
influences of Western culture and the traditions of his own Japanese heritage

Lust, Commerce, and Corruption
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"In The First Samurai, you'll discover the amazing true story of Taira Masakado,
Japan's first samurai hero. This account traces the roots of Masakado's "bloody
feud with local rivals, including his uncles and brothers-in-law. It explains how
apparently trifling squabbles grew into years of bitter provincial warfare involving
thousands of highly trained samurai." "Filled with harrowing battle scenes, portraits
of early Japan, and astounding legends of Masakado's celebrated life after death,
The First Samurai is a must-read for anyone interested in the samurai, early
Japanese history, and a whopping good tale well told."--BOOK JACKET.

Women of the Mito Domain
Set in Meivi Restoration Era (mid-19th century Japan) during the last years of
Tokugawa Shogunate, this is the first English language literary biography of
samurai Sakamoto Ryoma, a founder of modern Japan.

Samurai: An Encyclopedia of Japan's Cultured Warriors
The life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645), Japan's greatest samurai swordsman, is
chronicled in this first authoritative, "lively and balanced" ("Library Journal"),
English-language biography of the impressive warrior. Included is original artwork
by Musashi plus Glossary, map, and Appendices.
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Japan to 1600
Called “remarkable” (The Wall Street Journal) and “an ambitious, colossal debut
novel” (Publishers Weekly), Helen DeWitt’s The Last Samurai is back in print at last
Helen DeWitt’s 2000 debut, The Last Samurai, was “destined to become a cult
classic” (Miramax). The enterprising publisher sold the rights in twenty countries,
so “Why not just, ‘destined to become a classic?’” (Garth Risk Hallberg) And why
must cultists tell the uninitiated it has nothing to do with Tom Cruise? Sibylla, an
American-at-Oxford turned loose on London, finds herself trapped as a single
mother after a misguided one-night stand. High-minded principles of child-rearing
work disastrously well. J. S. Mill (taught Greek at three) and Yo Yo Ma (Bach at two)
claimed the methods would work with any child; when these succeed with the boy
Ludo, he causes havoc at school and is home again in a month. (Is he a prodigy, a
genius? Readers looking over Ludo’s shoulder find themselves easily reading Greek
and more.) Lacking male role models for a fatherless boy, Sibylla turns to endless
replays of Kurosawa’s masterpiece Seven Samurai. But Ludo is obsessed with the
one thing he wants and doesn’t know: his father’s name. At eleven, inspired by his
own take on the classic film, he sets out on a secret quest for the father he never
knew. He’ll be punched, sliced, and threatened with retribution. He may not live to
see twelve. Or he may find a real samurai and save a mother who thinks boredom
a fate worse than death.
Page 11/27

Access Free Samurai The Autobiography Of Japan S World War Two Flying
Ace Uncommon Valor
Samurai Among Panthers
A History of the Samurai tells the complete story of Japan's legendary warrior class
from beginning to end—an epic tale of intrigue, bloodshed and bravery that is
central to an understanding of the Japanese character and of Japanese history. It
describes in detail the core Samurai philosophy of Bushido—"the way of the
warrior"—a complex code of conduct embracing ideals of honor and loyalty that
continues to govern the Japanese way of life today. Historian Jonathan Lopez-Vera
offers a compelling look at these enigmatic warriors including: The lives of famous
Samurai—Miyamoto Musashi, Japan's greatest swordsman; Tomoe Gozen, the
woman who became a Samurai; Tokugawa Ieyasu, the last Shogun; and many
more The tragic tale of the 47 Ronin who chose honor over their own lives and
were forced to commit ritual suicide after avenging their fallen master The
philosophy of Bushido, "the Way of the Warrior," the code of conduct that
embraced the ideals of honor and loyalty and governed the Samurai way of living
The decline of the Samurai and their transformation from rough, battle-hardened
warriors to highly educated philosopher-poets Illustrated with 125 archival prints
and photos, the nobility and grandeur of the Samurai is brilliantly showcased in this
book. Readers will enjoy immersing themselves in the Samurai's world, as historian
Jonathan Lopez-Vera traces the fascinating story of the rise and fall of these
enigmatic warriors throughout Japanese history.
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A Daughter of the Samurai
Rokuemon Haskura, a low-ranking warrior, is chosen as one of a group of envoys to
the Viceroy of Mexico and Pope Paul V, but by the time his delegation returns to
Japan, a policy of isolation has been established

Studies in the Institutional History of Early Modern Japan
A Choice Outstanding Academic Title Alternate attendance (sankin kotai) was one
of the central institutions of Edo-period (1603-1868) Japan and one of the most
unusual examples of a system of enforced elite mobility in world history. It
required the daimyo to divide their time between their domains and the city of
Edo, where they waited upon the Tokugawa shogun. Based on a prodigious amount
of research in both published and archival primary sources, Tour of Duty renders
alternate attendance as a lived experience, for not only the daimyo but also the
samurai retainers who accompanied them. Beyond exploring the nature of travel to
and from the capital as well as the period of enforced bachelorhood there,
Constantine Vaporis elucidates-for the first time-the significance of alternate
attendance as an engine of cultural, intellectual, material, and technological
exchange. Vaporis argues against the view that cultural change simply emanated
from the center (Edo) and reveals more complex patterns of cultural circulation
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and production taking place between the domains and Edo and among distant
parts of Japan. What is generally known as "Edo culture" in fact incorporated
elements from the localities. In some cases, Edo acted as a nexus for exchange; at
other times, culture traveled from one area to another without passing through the
capital. As a result, even those who did not directly participate in alternate
attendance experienced a world much larger than their own. Vaporis begins by
detailing the nature of the trip to and from the capital for one particular large-scale
domain, Tosa, and its men and goes on to analyze the political and cultural
meanings of the processions of the daimyo and their extensive entourages up and
down the highways. These parade-like movements were replete with symbolic
import for the nature of early modern governance. Later chapters are concerned
with the physical and social environment experienced by the daimyo's retainers in
Edo; they also address the question of who went to Edo and why, the network of
physical spaces in which the domainal samurai lived, the issue of staffing, political
power, and the daily lives and consumption habits of retainers. Finally, Vaporis
examines retainers as carriers of culture, both in a literal and a figurative sense. In
doing so, he reveals the significance of travel for retainers and their identity as
consumers and producers of culture, thus proposing a multivalent model of cultural
change.

A Brief History of Japanese Civilization
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The personal story of professional Japanese warrior Saburo Sakai describes his
many missions and daredevil exploits in aerial combat during World War II, offering
suspenseful accounts of his most courageous flights. Reprint.

Ryoma
Performing the Great Peace offers a cultural approach to understanding the politics
of the Tokugawa period, at the same time deconstructing some of the assumptions
of modern national historiographies. Deploying the political terms uchi (inside),
omote (ritual interface), and naisho (informal negotiation)—all commonly used in
the Tokugawa period—Luke Roberts explores how daimyo and the Tokugawa
government understood political relations and managed politics in terms of spatial
autonomy, ritual submission, and informal negotiation. Roberts suggests as well
that a layered hierarchy of omote and uchi relations strongly influenced politics
down to the village and household level, a method that clarifies many seeming
anomalies in the Tokugawa order. He analyzes in one chapter how the identities of
daimyo and domains differed according to whether they were facing the Tokugawa
or speaking to members of the domain and daimyo household: For example, a
large domain might be identified as a“country” by insiders and as a “private
territory” in external discourse. In another chapter he investigates the common
occurrence of daimyo who remained formally alive to the government months or
even years after they had died in order that inheritance issues could be managed
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peacefully within their households. The operation of the court system in boundary
disputes is analyzed as are the “illegal” enshrinements of daimyo inside domains
that were sometimes used to construct forms of domain-state Shinto. Performing
the Great Peace’s convincing analyses and insightful conceptual framework will
benefit historians of not only the Tokugawa and Meiji periods, but Japan in general
and others seeking innovative approaches to premodern history.

Japan in World History
This volume examines the development of the 'way of the samurai' (bushidō),
which is popularly viewed as a defining element of the Japanese national character
and even the 'soul of Japan' - to provide an overview of modern Japanese social,
cultural, and political history.

The Swordless Samurai
The author, a Japanese samurai of the nineteenth century, looks back on his life
and shares his observations on Japanese society

No Longer Human
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In the spring of 1974, Second Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda of the Japanese army made
world headlines when he emerged from the Philippine jungle after a thirty-year
ordeal. Hunted in turn by American troops, the Philippine police, hostile islanders,
and successive Japanese search parties, Onoda had skillfully outmaneuvered all his
pursuers, convinced that World War II was still being fought and that one day his
fellow soldiers would return victorious. This account of those years is an epic tale
of the will to survive that offers a rare glimpse of man's invincible spirit,
resourcefulness, and ingenuity. A hero to his people, Onoda wrote down his
experiences soon after his return to civilization. This book was translated into
English the following year and has enjoyed an approving audience ever since.

Samurai and Silk
Farewell to Manzanar
This compelling text explores the development of Japan through its art, religion,
literature, and thought as well as through its economic, political, and social history.
The author team combines strong research with extensive classroom teaching
experience to offer a clear, consistent, and highly readable text that is accessible
to students with no previous knowledge of the history of Japan. Important Notice:
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Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version.

Stranger in the Shogun's City
**Winner of the 2013 SCBWI Crystal Kite Award** David Matthews is having a
rough time. Being a teenager is bad enough, but when he picks up and moves to
Japan for a year, with barely any knowledge of the language or social behaviors of
Japanese teenagers, things go from bad to worse. Until one day, David attends a
temple ceremony and finds himself possessed by a Japanese god. Suddenly, he
can understand and speak Japanese. He has unbelievable new powers, including
the ability to shift into a tiger, and a powerful sword he can materialize at will from
its sheath—his body. But nothing comes for free, and these changes bring David
face-to-face with the most terrifying creatures of Japanese legend—vengeful
okami, demonic oni and terrifying ghostly yurei. Trained by his host family, famous
sword-makers and the keepers of an ancient secret entrusted to their family by the
first Emperor of Japan, David must fight desperately to save his host sister from a
hoard of Japanese monsters. Evil has returned to Japan, and David must overcome
his own insecurities if he is to save her and become a True Samurai—the protector
of Japan.
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The First Samurai
By 1816, Japan had recovered from the famines of the 1780s and moved beyond
the political reforms of the 1790s. Despite persistent economic and social stresses,
the country seemed headed for a new period of growth. The idea that the
shogunate would not last forever was far from anyone's mind. Yet, in that year, an
anonymous samurai produced a scathing critique of Edo society. Writing as Buyo
Inshi, "a retired gentleman of Edo," he expressed in An Account of What I Have
Seen and Heard a profound despair with the state of the realm. Seeing decay
wherever he turned, Buyo feared the world would soon descend into war. In his
anecdotes, Buyo shows a sometimes surprising familiarity with the shadier aspects
of Edo life. He speaks of the corruption of samurai officials; the suffering of the
poor in villages and cities; the operation of brothels; the dealings of blind
moneylenders; the selling and buying of temple abbotships; and the dubious
strategies seen in law courts. Perhaps it was the frankness of his account that
made him prefer to stay anonymous. A team of Edo specialists undertook the
original translation of Buyo's work. This abridged edition streamlines this
translation for classroom use, preserving the scope and emphasis of Buyo's
argument while eliminating repetitions and diversions. It also retains the
introductory essay that situates the work within Edo society and history.
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The Samurai of Japan
Japan in World History ranges from Japan's prehistoric interactions with Korea and
China, to the Western challenge of the late 1500s, the partial isolation under the
Tokugawa family (1600-1868), and the tumultuous interactions of more recent
times, when Japan modernized ferociously, turned imperialist, lost a world war,
then became the world's second largest economy--and its greatest foreign aid
donor. Writing in a lively fashion, Huffman makes rich use of primary sources,
illustrating events with comments by the people who lived through them: tellers of
ancient myths, court women who dominated the early literary world, cynical priests
who damned medieval materialism, travelers who marveled at "indecent" Western
ballroom dancers in the mid-1800s, and the emperor who justified Pearl Harbor.
Without ignoring standard political and military events, the book illuminates
economic, social, and cultural factors; it also examines issues of gender as well as
the roles of commoners, samurai, business leaders, novelists, and priests.

American Samurai
A full biography of Japanese swordsman Miyamoto Musashi

The Lone Samurai
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Through a close critical analysis of Baba Bunko's often humorous, but always
biting, satirical essays a new picture of the hidden world of Christianity in
eighteenth-century Japan emerges - a picture that contradicts the generally-held
belief among Western historians that the Catholic mission in Japan ended in failure.
A Christian Samurai will surprise many readers when they discover that Christian
moral teachings not only survived the long period of persecution but influenced
Japanese society throughout the Tokugawa period.

Performing the Great Peace
Based on the recollection of the author's mother, other relatives, and family
records, this is a vivid picture of the everyday life of a samurai household in the
last years of the Tokugawa period.

Inventing the Way of the Samurai
Alphabetically arranged entries along with primary source documents provide a
comprehensive examination of the lives of Japan's samurai during the Tokugawa or
Edo period, 1603–1868, a time when Japan transitioned from civil war to extended
peace. • A timeline highlights important events related to the samurai, while a
narrative history overviews the background of the samurai • More than 100
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alphabetically arranged reference entries provide authoritative information about
the samurai and their world • Sidebars provide interesting facts, note the role of
the samurai in popular culture, and mention various tourist sites for readers to visit
• Entries provide suggestions for further reading, and an end-of-work bibliography
directs users to other important works about the samurai

The Samurai
The classic World War II autobiography describes the horrors of war and the
author's brutal training and experiences as a kamikaze pilot.

Daughters of the Samurai: A Journey from East to West and
Back
"A book about the samurai from their origins to their disappearance. It dispels a lot
of myths about the samurai one might encounter in popular culture. It describes
samurai life, work, philosophy, and warfare as it changed over time from the eighth
to the nineteenth century. It covers what samurai were doing when they weren't
fighting, and how women and families played a role in forming the samurai class. I
also describe how samurai struggled with the crisis of becoming sword-wearing
bureaucrats instead of mighty warriors from the seventeenth through nineteenth
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centuries"--

Giving Up the Gun
The first biography of Asian American activist and Black Panther Party member
Richard Aoki

Tour of Duty
A chronology of the origins & development of Japanese samurai (warriors) from
their origins in early Japan to the overthrow of samurai rule by the Meiji Restoration
of 1868 & the consequent ending of samurai privileges in Japan. Detailed
information on the samurai governments that ruled Japan: the Kamakura
Shogunate (1185-1333), Ashikaga or Muromachi Shogunate (1338-1573), & the
Tokugawa Shogunate (1603-1867). Tells the fascinating history of the intricate
connections between warriors & aristocrats. A companion volume to Japan Goes to
War: A Chronology of Modern Japanese Expansion from the Meiji Era to the Attack
on Pearl Harbor (1868-1941)Ó.

African Samurai
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Arguably the greatest military commander in the history of the samurai, Toyotomi
Hideyoshi rose from the ranks of the peasantry to rule over all Japan. A student of
the great unifier Oda Nobunaga, Hideyoshi would later avenge the murder of his
master at the battle of Yamazaki. After consolidating his position, Hideyoshi went
on the offensive, conquering the southern island of Kyushu in 1587 and defeating
the Hojo in 1590. By 1591, he had accomplished the reunification of Japan. This
book looks at the complete story of Hideyoshi's military accomplishments, from his
days as a tactical leader to his domination of the Japanese nation.

Researching Japanese War Crimes Records
The classic samurai novel about the real exploits of the most famous swordsman.
Miyamoto Musashi was the child of an era when Japan was emerging from decades
of civil strife. Lured to the great Battle of Sekigahara in 1600 by the hope of
becoming a samurai--without really knowing what it meant--he regains
consciousness after the battle to find himself lying defeated, dazed and wounded
among thousands of the dead and dying. On his way home, he commits a rash act,
becomes a fugitive and brings life in his own village to a standstill--until he is
captured by a weaponless Zen monk. The lovely Otsu, seeing in Musashi her ideal
of manliness, frees him from his tortuous punishment, but he is recaptured and
imprisoned. During three years of solitary confinement, he delves into the classics
of Japan and China. When he is set free again, he rejects the position of samurai
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and for the next several years pursues his goal relentlessly, looking neither to left
nor to right. Ever so slowly it dawns on him that following the Way of the Sword is
not simply a matter of finding a target for his brute strength. Continually striving to
perfect his technique, which leads him to a unique style of fighting with two swords
simultaneously, he travels far and wide, challenging fighters of many disciplines,
taking nature to be his ultimate and severest teacher and undergoing the rigorous
training of those who follow the Way. He is supremely successful in his encounters,
but in the Art of War he perceives the way of peaceful and prosperous governance
and disciplines himself to be a real human being. He becomes a reluctant hero to a
host of people whose lives he has touched and been touched by. And, inevitably,
he has to pit his skill against the naked blade of his greatest rival. Musashi is a
novel in the best tradition of Japanese story telling. It is a living story, subtle and
imaginative, teeming with memorable characters, many of them historical.
Interweaving themes of unrequited love, misguided revenge, filial piety and
absolute dedication to the Way of the Samurai, it depicts vividly a world
Westerners know only vaguely. Full of gusto and humor, it has an epic quality and
universal appeal. The novel was made into a three-part movie by Director Hiroshi
Inagai. For more information, visit the Shopping area

A Christian Samurai
An account of the author's two grandfathers--a provincial samurai and founder of
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the Meiji government and an enterprising developer of the silk trade with America
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