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No Depression in Heaven
"The United States is reported to be the most
religious nation in the Western world. Nevertheless,
major shifts are taking place in affiliation, observance,
and practices Read and understand what is behind
the dramatic spiritual and religious changes taking
place in America"--Page 4. of cover. A nonsectarian
examination of the shifts of religious culture in
America.

Interfaith Marriage in America
A sociological study of religion in America challenges
conceptions that the United States is the most
religious western nation, citing a rise in religious
sentiments and institutions in recent history while
identifying key differences in current and traditional
belief systems. Reprint.

American Secularism
Describes the life of one of the most colorful figures in
American sports history and offers a behind-thescenes look at "Monday Night Football" and the
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commercialization of sports based on interviews with
colleagues and athletes.

The Transformation of American Law,
1780-1860
Discusses the growing population of HispanicAmericans worshipping in the Catholic Church in the
United States.

American Religious History
Christianity and the Transformation of the Book
combines broad-gauged synthesis and close textual
analysis to reconstruct the kinds of books and the
ways of organizing scholarly inquiry and collaboration
among the Christians of Caesarea, on the coast of
Roman Palestine. The book explores the dialectical
relationship between intellectual history and the
history of the book, even as it expands our
understanding of early Christian scholarship.

The Rise of Liberal Religion
In the 1880s, socio-economic and technological
changes in the United States contributed to the
rejection of Christian architectural traditions and the
development of the radically new auditorium church.
Jeanne Kilde links this shift in evangelical Protestant
architecture to changes in worship style and religious
mission.

The Transformation of American Law,
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1870-1960
How did European imperialism shape the ideas and
practices of religion in East and Southeast Asia?
Casting Faiths brings together eleven scholars to
show how Western law, governance, education and
mission shaped the basic understanding of what
religion is, and what role it should play in society.

Spiritual and Social Transformation in
African American Spiritual Churches
The contemporary American political landscape has
been marked by two paradoxical transformations: the
emergence after 1960 of an increasingly activist
state, and the rise of an assertive and politically
powerful conservatism that strongly opposes activist
government. Leading young scholars take up these
issues in The Transformation of American Politics.
Arguing that even conservative administrations have
become more deeply involved in managing our
economy and social choices, they examine why our
political system nevertheless has grown divided as
never before over the extent to which government
should involve itself in our lives. The contributors
show how these two closely linked trends have
influenced the reform and running of political
institutions, patterns of civic engagement, and
capacities for partisan mobilization--and fueled everheightening conflicts over the contours and reach of
public policy. These transformations not only
redefined who participates in American politics and
how they do so, but altered the substance of political
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conflicts and the capacities of rival interests to
succeed. Representing both an important analysis of
American politics and an innovative contribution to
the study of long-term political change, this
pioneering volume reveals how partisan discourse
and the relationship between citizens and their
government have been redrawn and complicated by
increased government programs. The contributors are
Andrea Louise Campbell, Jacob S. Hacker, Nolan
McCarty, Suzanne Mettler, Paul Pierson, Theda
Skocpol, Mark A. Smith, Steven M. Teles, and Julian E.
Zelizer.

Dying to Be Normal
The Quakers in America is a multifaceted history of
the Religious Society of Friends and a fascinating
study of its culture and controversies today. Lively
vignettes of Conservative, Evangelical, Friends
General Conference, and Friends United meetings
illuminate basic Quaker theology and reflect the
group's diversity while also highlighting the
fundamental unity within the religion. Quaker culture
encompasses a rich tradition of practice even as
believers continue to debate whether Quakerism is
necessarily Christian, where religious authority should
reside, how one transmits faith to children, and how
gender and sexuality shape religious belief and
behavior. Praised for its rich insight and wide-ranging
perspective, The Quakers in America is a penetrating
account of an influential, vibrant, and often
misunderstood religious sect. Known best for their
long-standing commitment to social activism,
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pacifism, fair treatment for Native Americans, and
equality for women, the Quakers have influenced
American thought and society far out of proportion to
their relatively small numbers. Whether in the foreign
policy arena (the American Friends Service
Committee), in education (the Friends schools), or in
the arts (prominent Quakers profiled in this book
include James Turrell, Bonnie Raitt, and James
Michener), Quakers have left a lasting imprint on
American life. This multifaceted book is a concise
history of the Religious Society of Friends; an
introduction to its beliefs and practices; and a vivid
picture of the culture and controversies of the Friends
today. The book opens with lively vignettes of
Conservative, Evangelical, Friends General
Conference, and Friends United meetings that
illuminate basic Quaker concepts and theology and
reflect the group's diversity in the wake of the
sectarian splintering of the nineteenth century. Yet
the book also examines commonalities among
American Friends that demonstrate a fundamental
unity within the religion: their commitments to
worship, the ministry of all believers, decision making
based on seeking spiritual consensus rather than
voting, a simple lifestyle, and education. Thomas
Hamm shows that Quaker culture encompasses a rich
tradition of practice even as believers continue to
debate a number of central questions: Is Quakerism
necessarily Christian? Where should religious
authority reside? Is the self sacred? How does one
transmit faith to children? How do gender and
sexuality shape religious belief and behavior? Hamm's
analysis of these debates reveals a vital religion that
prizes both unity and diversity.
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The Transformation of Virginia,
1740-1790
As recently as a few decades ago, most people would
have described America as a predominantly
Protestant nation. Today, we are home to a colorful
mix of religious faiths and practices, from a resurgent
Catholic Church and a rapidly growing Islam to all
forms of Buddhism and many other non-Christian
religions. How did this startling transformation take
place? A great many factors contributed to this
transformation, writes Amanda Porterfield in this
engaging look at religion in contemporary America.
Religious activism, disillusionment with American
culture stemming from the Vietnam war, the influx of
Buddhist ideas, a heightened consciousness of
gender, and the vastly broadened awareness of nonChristian religions arising from the growth of religious
studies programs--all have served to undermine
Protestant hegemony in the United States. But the
single most important factor, says Porterfield, was the
very success of Protestant ways of thinking: emphasis
on the individual's relationship with God, tension
between spiritual life and religious institutions,
egalitarian ideas about spiritual life, and belief in the
practical benefits of spirituality. Distrust of religious
institutions, for instance, helped fuel a religious
counterculture--the tendency to define spiritual truth
against the dangers or inadequacies of the
surrounding culture--and Protestantism's pragmatic
view of spirituality played into the tendency to see
the main function of religion as therapeutic. For
anyone interested in how and why the American
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religious landscape has been so dramatically altered
in the last forty years, The Transformation of Religion
in America offers a coherent and persuasive analysis.

Christianity and the Transformation of
the Book
Few contemporary social problems in the U.S. affect
more people daily than those within the American
health care system. Social Movements and the
Transformation of American Health Care is the first
collection of essays to examine dynamics of change in
health care institutions through the lens of
contemporary theory and research on collective
action. Gathering scholars from medicine, health
policy, history, sociology, and political science, the
book considers health-related social movements from
four distinct levels, concentrating on movements
seeking changes in the regulation, financing, and
distribution of health resources; changes in
institutions in public health, bio-ethics, and other
fields; interactions between social movements and
professions; and the cultural dominance of the
medical model, and the difficulties for framing and
legitimizing new issues in health care it poses. At a
time when American health care is long overdue for
major changes, this book takes an essential look at
movements, policies, and institutions to identify the
common constraints and opportunities for reform
within the health care system.

A More Perfect Union
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The Oxford History of the United States is by far the
most respected multi-volume history of our nation. In
this Pulitzer prize-winning, critically acclaimed
addition to the series, historian Daniel Walker Howe
illuminates the period from the battle of New Orleans
to the end of the Mexican-American War, an era when
the United States expanded to the Pacific and won
control over the richest part of the North American
continent. A panoramic narrative, What Hath God
Wrought portrays revolutionary improvements in
transportation and communications that accelerated
the extension of the American empire. Railroads,
canals, newspapers, and the telegraph dramatically
lowered travel times and spurred the spread of
information. These innovations prompted the
emergence of mass political parties and stimulated
America's economic development from an
overwhelmingly rural country to a diversified
economy in which commerce and industry took their
place alongside agriculture. In his story, the author
weaves together political and military events with
social, economic, and cultural history. Howe examines
the rise of Andrew Jackson and his Democratic party,
but contends that John Quincy Adams and other
Whigs--advocates of public education and economic
integration, defenders of the rights of Indians,
women, and African-Americans--were the true
prophets of America's future. In addition, Howe
reveals the power of religion to shape many aspects
of American life during this period, including slavery
and antislavery, women's rights and other reform
movements, politics, education, and literature.
Howe's story of American expansion culminates in the
bitterly controversial but brilliantly executed war
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waged against Mexico to gain California and Texas for
the United States. Winner of the New-York Historical
Society American History Book Prize Finalist, 2007
National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction The
Oxford History of the United States The Oxford History
of the United States is the most respected multivolume history of our nation. The series includes
three Pulitzer Prize winners, a New York Times
bestseller, and winners of the Bancroft and Parkman
Prizes. The Atlantic Monthly has praised it as "the
most distinguished series in American historical
scholarship," a series that "synthesizes a generation's
worth of historical inquiry and knowledge into one
literally state-of-the-art book." Conceived under the
general editorship of C. Vann Woodward and Richard
Hofstadter, and now under the editorship of David M.
Kennedy, this renowned series blends social, political,
economic, cultural, diplomatic, and military history
into coherent and vividly written narrative.

Tradition and Transformation in Christian
Art
"Hamm has simply produced the best book on Quaker
history in recent years." -- Quaker History ..". will
stand as one of the most important works in the
field." -- American Historical Review

Social Movements and the
Transformation of American Health Care
"This revised award-winning Yale dissertation brings
to life the distinct but intersecting worlds of black and
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white Americans during the Depression. A collapsing
cotton economy, alternating floods and droughts, and
racial stratification meant that hard times came early
and stayed late in Memphis and the Delta. By 1929,
the region teetered on the brink of crisis and churches
could no longer carry the burden. Change came
quickly and relentlessly during the 1930s, and this
upheaval carved new contours in the religious
landscape. The ethnic and theological diversity of
Memphis and the Delta included an array of black and
white Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, and
Episcopalians typical to the South, a number of
Pentecostal and holiness denominations, a small but
disproportionately influential Jewish community, a
thriving minority of black and white Catholics, and a
homegrown denomination, the Church of God in
Christ (COGIC). The region embodied broader national
trends in American religion during the 1930s, both
despite and because of its particularities. From the
poorest sharecropper in Arkansas to the wealthiest
philanthropist in New York, Depression-era Americans
re-envisioned the relationship between church and
state and reevaluated the responsibilities of each for
the welfare of the nation and its people. This
groundbreaking historical study focuses on the effects
of the Great Depression on American religious life,
exploring the shifts in power among American
religious bodies and the everyday lives of American
citizens as a result of the Great Depression"--Provided
by publisher.

Sacred Subdivisions
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On October 14, 1998, five thousand people gathered
on the steps of the U.S. Capitol to mourn the death of
Matthew Shepard, a gay college student who had
been murdered in Wyoming eight days earlier.
Politicians and celebrities addressed the crowd and
the televised national audience to share their grief
with the country. Never before had a gay citizen's
murder elicited such widespread outrage or concern
from straight Americans. In Dying to Be Normal, Brett
Krutzsch argues that gay activists memorialized
people like Shepard as part of a political strategy to
present gays as similar to the country's dominant
class of white, straight Christians. Through an
examination of publicly mourned gay deaths, Krutzsch
counters the common perception that LGBT politics
and religion have been oppositional and reveals how
gay activists used religion to bolster the argument
that gays are essentially the same as straights, and
therefore deserving of equal rights. Krutzsch's
analysis turns to the memorialization of Shepard,
Harvey Milk, Tyler Clementi, Brandon Teena, and F. C.
Martinez, to campaigns like the It Gets Better Project,
and national tragedies like the Pulse nightclub
shooting to illustrate how activists used prominent
deaths to win acceptance, influence political debates
over LGBT rights, and encourage assimilation.
Throughout, Krutzsch shows how, in the fight for
greater social inclusion, activists relied on Christian
values and rhetoric to portray gays as upstanding
Americans. As Krutzsch demonstrates, gay activists
regularly reinforced a white Protestant vision of
acceptable American citizenship that often excluded
people of color, gender-variant individuals, nonChristians, and those who did not adhere to
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Protestant Christianity's sexual standards. The first
book to detail how martyrdom has influenced national
debates over LGBT rights, Dying to Be Normal
establishes how religion has shaped gay assimilation
in the United States and the mainstreaming of
particular gays as "normal" Americans.

Contemporary American Judaism
The universe is not a machine that operates with the
same set of rules, but rather a living, growing
organism that can be viewed in two ways: one can
admire the intricacy of the cosmological process on
the physical, chemical, and astronomical levels, or
one can look at this process as a result of design or
providence. These two options should not preclude
each other, John C. Caiazza asserts; we should instead
look closely at what science reveals about design.
This volume offers an opportunity to reconcile the
thinking of those who hold to traditional religious
views on the origins of the universe and those who
look to scientific explanations. Religion and science
are both ways of giving moral and intellectual order to
the universe, enabling mankind to cope with a chaotic
universe and live well. Both sharp contemporary
sensitivity to individual opinions and protection of the
individual from social control. Both science and
religion share a sense that postmodern culture lacks
structure. John C. Caiazza shows how renewed
attention to religious and scientific insights can
resolve longstanding conflicts, providing postmodern
society with a vision of tolerable order. Book jacket.
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Peirce and Religion
Washington think tanks such as the Brookings
Institution, the American Enterprise Institute, and the
Heritage Foundation have become so large and
influential in recent years that they now constitute
virtually a new branch of the political system. In this
engrossing and lively book, David M. Ricci brillantly
explores the parallel and convergent social,
economic, and political trends within America that
have transformed government in Washington and led
to the development and prestige of these public
policy research centers. Ricci argues that since the
late 1960s Americans have lost sight of the familiar
guidelines that used to help them assess issues and
have become more hospitable to think tank research
and advice. He examines the flood of policy-relevant
information that has resulted from the growth of
expertise and the advent of big government; the
confusion over national goals that comes from the
decline of the Protestant ethic and the empowerment
of minorities; the growing influence of television and
its focus on instant testimony from experts; political
changes such as the decline of parties, the move to
an "open" Congress and the growth of an
independent presidency; the pervasive power of
modern marketing; and much more. According to
Ricci, policy ideas generated by think-tank research
and commentary are helpful in providing greater
objectivity and political insight, not only because of
their general reliability but also because in their
ideological variety think tanks generate a substantial
range of policy proposals, giving voice to a healthy
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factional pluralism and facilitating a constant testing
of ideas. In today's dissonant politics, Ricci concludes,
think tanks contribute some order - and occasionally
wisdom - in the ongoing battle in Washington over
political ideas.

Public Religion and Urban
Transformation
Globalization, migration, and cultural and spiritual
exchanges are occurring everyday in the homes of
Christians who marry Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and
Buddhists. As these American families negotiate
differences and build bridges among their extended
families and communities, they are re-imagining
foundational understandings of belief, practice, and
community. This book explores historical foundations
and contemporary dynamics of religious
intermarriage in the US as a lens to the
transformation of religion in America. In the lives of
these families, categories such as Christian or nonChristian and religious or non-religious no longer
apply. These false dichotomies miss important
aspects of lived religious pluralism on the ground.

After Redemption
For most of the last century, popular and scholarly
common sense has equated American evangelicalism
with across-the-board social, economic, and political
conservatism. However, if a growing chorus of
evangelical leaders, media pundits, and religious
scholars is to be believed, the era of uncontested
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evangelical conservatism is on the brink of collapse-if
it hasn't collapsed already. Combining vivid
ethnographic storytelling and incisive theoretical
analysis, New Monasticism and the Transformation of
American Evangelicalism introduces readers to the
fascinating and unexplored terrain of neo-monastic
evangelicalism. Often located in disadvantaged urban
neighborhoods, new monastic communities pursue
religiously inspired visions of racial, social, and
economic justice-alongside personal spiritual
transformation-through diverse and creative
expressions of radical community. In this account,
Wes Markofski has immersed himself in the
paradoxical world of evangelical neo-monasticism,
focusing on the Urban Monastery-an influential neomonastic community located in a gritty, racially
diverse neighborhood in a major Midwestern
American city. The resulting account of the way in
which this movement reflects and is contributing to
the transformation of American evangelicalism
challenges entrenched stereotypes and calls attention
to the dynamic diversity of religious and political
points of view which vie for supremacy in the
American evangelical subculture. New Monasticism
and the Transformation of American Evangelicalism is
the first sociological analysis of new monastic
evangelicalism and the first major work to theorize
the growing theological and political diversity within
twenty-first-century American evangelicalism.

The Transformation of American Religion
: The Story of a Late-Twentieth-Century
Awakening
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Latin America is undergoing a period of intense
religious transformation and upheaval. This book
analyzes some of the more important new discoveries
about religious movements in the region. It examines
important shifts such as the expansion and
politicization of Protestantism, the ongoing
transformation of the Catholic church, the growth of
Afro-Brazilian religions, and the genuine pluralization
of faith.

Religious Stories in Transformation:
Conflict, Revision and Reception
American cities are in the midst of fundamental
changes. De-industrialization of large, aging cities has
been enormously disruptive for urban communities,
which are being increasingly fragmented. Though
often overlooked, religious organizations are
important actors, both culturally and politically in the
restructuring metropolis. Public Religion and Urban
Transformation provides a sweeping view of urban
religion in response to these transformations. Drawing
on a massive study of over seventy-five
congregations in urban neighborhoods, this volume
provides the most comprehensive picture available of
urban places of worship-from mosques and gurdwaras
to churches and synagogues-within one city.
Revisiting the primary site of research for the early
members of the Chicago School of urban sociology,
the volume focuses on Chicago, which provides an
exceptionally clear lens on the ways in which religious
organizations both reflect and contribute to changes
in American pluralism. From the churches of a
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Mexican American neighborhood and of the Black
middle class to communities shared by Jews,
Christians, Hindus, and Muslims and the rise of
"megachurches," Public Religion and Urban
Transformation illuminates the complex interactions
among religion, urban structure, and social change at
this extraordinary episode in the history of urban
America.

Chicago Muslims and the Transformation
of American Islam
No longer controlled by a handful of institutional
leaders based in remote headquarters and rabbinical
seminaries, American Judaism is being transformed by
the spiritual decisions of tens of thousands of Jews
living all over the United States. A pulpit rabbi and
himself an American Jew, Dana Evan Kaplan follows
this religious individualism from its postwar suburban
roots to the hippie revolution of the 1960s and the
multiple postmodern identities of today. From Hebrew
tattooing to Jewish Buddhist meditation, Kaplan
describes the remaking of historical tradition in ways
that channel multiple ethnic and national identities.
While pessimists worry about the vanishing American
Jew, Kaplan focuses on creative responses to
contemporary spiritual trends that have made a
Jewish religious renaissance possible. He believes that
the reorientation of American Judaism has been a
"bottom up" process, resisted by elites who have
reluctantly responded to the demands of the "spiritual
marketplace." The American Jewish denominational
structure is therefore weakening at the same time
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that religious experimentation is rising, leading to the
innovative approaches supplanting existing
institutions. The result is an exciting transformation of
what it means to be a religious American Jew in the
twenty-first century.

Spiritual Transformation in America
In an era where church attendance has reached an alltime low, recent polling has shown that Americans are
becoming less formally religious and more
promiscuous in their religious commitments. Within
both mainline and evangelical Christianity in America,
it is common to hear of secularizing pressures and
increasing competition from nonreligious sources. Yet
there is a kind of religious institution that has enjoyed
great popularity over the past thirty years: the
evangelical megachurch. Evangelical megachurches
not only continue to grow in number, but also in
cultural, political, and economic influence. To
appreciate their appeal is to understand not only how
they are innovating, but more crucially, where their
innovation is taking place. In this groundbreaking and
interdisciplinary study, Justin G. Wilford argues that
the success of the megachurch is hinged upon its use
of space: its location on the postsuburban fringe of
large cities, its fragmented, dispersed structure, and
its focus on individualized spaces of intimacy such as
small group meetings in homes, which help to
interpret suburban life as religiously meaningful and
create a sense of belonging. Based on original
fieldwork at Rick Warren’s Saddleback Church, one of
the largest and most influential megachurches in
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America, Sacred Subdivisions explains how
evangelical megachurches thrive by transforming
mundane secular spaces into arenas of religious
significance.

The Restructuring of American Religion
Observing a strange disappearance of doctrine within
the church, Kevin Vanhoozer argues that there is no
more urgent task for Christians today than to engage
in living truthfully with others before God. He details
how doctrine serves the church--the theater of the
gospel--by directing individuals and congregations to
participate in the drama of what God is doing to
renew all things in Jesus Christ. Taking his cue from
George Lindbeck and others who locate the criteria of
Christian identity in Spirit-led church practices,
Vanhoozer relocates the norm for Christian doctrine in
the canonical practices, which, he argues, both
provoke and preserve the integrity of the church's
witness as prophetic and apostolic.

The Transformation of American Politics
The Transformation of American Religion
Charles Sanders Peirce developed a mature Christian
faith under the influence of his father Benjamin Peirce
and Frederic Dan Huntington, a teacher and pastor at
Harvard. Peirce’s Christian self-understanding and
concern shape the development of his philosophical
logic as well as the development and refinement of
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pragmatism.
Religious Transformations in the Early
Modern Americas
In this Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Rhys Isaac
describes and analyzes the dramatic
confrontations--primarily religious and political--that
transformed Virginia in the second half of the
eighteenth century. Making use of the observational
techniques of the cultural anthropologist, Isaac vividly
recreates and painstakingly dissects a society in the
turmoil of profound inner change.

The Disunity of American Culture
In this outstanding historical reader, the editor has
gathered nine essays and over thirty primary
documents to present a coherent picture of the
history of American religion.

The Transformation of American
Quakerism
In 1962, when the Cold War threatened to ignite in
the Cuban Missile Crisis, when more nuclear test
bombs were detonated than in any other year in
history, Rachel Carson released her own bombshell,
Silent Spring, to challenge society's use of pesticides.
To counter the use of chemicals--and bombs--the
naturalist articulated a holistic vision. She wrote
about a "web of life" that connected humans to the
world around them and argued that actions taken in
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one place had consequences elsewhere. Thousands
accepted her message, joined environmental groups,
flocked to Earth Day celebrations, and lobbied for
legislative regulation. Carson was not the only
intellectual to offer holistic answers to society's
problems. This book uncovers a sensibility in postWorld War II American culture that both tested the
logic of the Cold War and fed some of the twentieth
century's most powerful social movements, from civil
rights to environmentalism to the counterculture. The
study examines important leaders and institutions
that embraced and put into practice a holistic vision
for a peaceful, healthful, and just world: nature writer
Rachel Carson, structural engineer R. Buckminster
Fuller, civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., Jesuit
priest and paleontologist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin,
humanistic psychologist Abraham Maslow, and the
Esalen Institute and its founders, Michael Murphy and
Dick Price. Each looked to whole systems instead of
parts and focused on connections, interdependencies,
and integration to create a better world. Though the
'60s dreams of creating a more perfect world were
tempered by economic inequalities, political
corruption, and deep social divisions, this holistic
sensibility continues to influence American culture
today.

The Drama of Doctrine
This book examines the evolution of the Chicago
Muslim community from 1965–1980. The volume
traces changes to immigration law, black politics, and
governmental policy and the actions of Muslim groups
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advocating to transform American Islam from largely
disparate ideological and cultural groups into a
singular community.

When Church Became Theatre
Tradition and Transformation in Christian Art
approaches tradition and transculturality in religious
art from an Orthodox perspective that defines
tradition as a dynamic field of exchanges and
synergies between iconographic types and their
variants. Relying on a new ontology of iconographic
types, it explores one of the most significant ascetical
and eschatological Christian images, the King of Glory
(Man of Sorrows). This icon of the dead-living Christ
originated in Byzantium, migrated west, and was
promoted in the New World by Franciscan and
Dominican missions. Themes include tensions
between Byzantine and Latin spiritualities of penance
and salvation, the participation of the body and
gender in deification, and the theological plasticity of
the Christian imaginary. Primitivist tendencies in
Christian eschatology and modernism place avantgarde interest in New Mexican santos and Greek icons
in tradition.

Howard Cosell: The Man, the Myth, and
the Transformation of American Sports
Winner of the Frank S. and Elizabeth D. Brewer Best
First Book Prize of the American Society of Church
History Named a Society for U. S. Intellectual History
Notable Title in American Intellectual History The
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story of liberal religion in the twentieth century,
Matthew S. Hedstrom contends, is a story of cultural
ascendency. This may come as a surprise-most
scholarship in American religious history, after all,
equates the numerical decline of the Protestant
mainline with the failure of religious liberalism. Yet a
look beyond the pews, into the wider culture, reveals
a more complex and fascinating story, one Hedstrom
tells in The Rise of Liberal Religion. Hedstrom attends
especially to the critically important yet little-studied
arena of religious book culture-particularly the
religious middlebrow of mid-century-as the site where
religious liberalism was most effectively popularized.
By looking at book weeks, book clubs, public libraries,
new publishing enterprises, key authors and
bestsellers, wartime reading programs, and fan mail,
among other sources, Hedstrom is able to provide a
rich, on-the-ground account of the men, women, and
organizations that drove religious liberalism's cultural
rise in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. Critically, by the
post-WWII period the religious middlebrow had
expanded beyond its Protestant roots, using mystical
and psychological spirituality as a platform for
interreligious exchange. This compelling history of
religion and book culture not only shows how reading
and book buying were critical twentieth-century
religious practices, but also provides a model for
thinking about the relationship of religion to consumer
culture more broadly. In this way, The Rise of Liberal
Religion offers both innovative cultural history and
new ways of seeing the imprint of liberal religion in
our own times.
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Racial Realignment
Christianity took root in the Americas during the early
modern period when a historically unprecedented
migration brought European clergy, religious seekers,
and explorers to the New World. Protestant and
Catholic settlers undertook the arduous journey for a
variety of motivations. Some fled corrupt theocracies
and sought to reclaim ancient principles and Christian
ideals in a remote unsettled territory. Others intended
to glorify their home nations and churches by bringing
new lands and subjects under the rule of their kings.
Many imagined the indigenous peoples they
encountered as "savages" awaiting the salvific force
of Christ. Whether by overtly challenging European
religious authority and traditions or by adapting to
unforeseen hardship and resistance, these envoys
reshaped faith, liturgy, and ecclesiology and
fundamentally transformed the practice and theology
of Christianity. Religious Transformations in the Early
Modern Americas explores the impact of colonial
encounters in the Atlantic world on the history of
Christianity. Essays from across disciplines examine
religious history from a spatial perspective, tracing
geographical movements and population dispersals as
they were shaped by the millennial designs and
evangelizing impulses of European empires. At the
same time, religion provides a provocative lens
through which to view patterns of social restriction,
exclusion, and tension, as well as those of
acculturation, accommodation, and resistance in a
comparative colonial context. Through nuanced
attention to the particularities of faith, especially
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Anglo-Protestant settlements in North America and
the Ibero-Catholic missions in Latin America, Religious
Transformations in the Early Modern Americas
illuminates the complexity and variety of the colonial
world as it transformed a range of Christian beliefs.
Contributors: Ralph Bauer, David A. Boruchoff, Matt
Cohen, Sir John Elliot, Carmen Fernández-Salvador,
Júnia Ferreira Furtado, Sandra M. Gustafson, David D.
Hall, Stephanie Kirk, Asunción Lavrin, Sarah Rivett,
Teresa Toulouse.

The Quakers in America
A study of developments in modern American religion
examines the interaction between religion and politics
that has occurred in the years since World War II, the
polarization of religious dogma, and the rise of special
interest groups

New Monasticism and the
Transformation of American
Evangelicalism
In this volume, the editors have brought together a
rich multidisciplinary collection of papers on the
incorporation and adaptation of existing stories in a
new context. It presents a vast array of research in
mutual interaction between ancient myths, Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, and modern secular culture.

The Transformation of American Politics
When the first volume of Morton Horwitz's
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monumental history of American law appeared in
1977, it was universally acclaimed as one of the most
significant works ever published in American legal
history. The New Republic called it an "extremely
valuable book." Library Journal praised it as "brilliant"
and "convincing." And Eric Foner, in The New York
Review of Books, wrote that "the issues it raises are
indispensable for understanding nineteenth-century
America." It won the coveted Bancroft Prize in
American History and has since become the standard
source on American law for the period between 1780
and 1860. Now, Horwitz presents The Transformation
of American Law, 1870 to 1960, the long-awaited
sequel that brings his sweeping history to completion.
In his pathbreaking first volume, Horwitz showed how
economic conflicts helped transform law in
antebellum America. Here, Horwitz picks up where he
left off, tracing the struggle in American law between
the entrenched legal orthodoxy and the Progressive
movement, which arose in response to everincreasing social and economic inequality. Horwitz
introduces us to the people and events that fueled
this contest between the Old Order and the New. We
sit in on Lochner v. New York in 1905--where the new
thinkers sought to undermine orthodox claims for the
autonomy of law--and watch as Progressive thought
first crystallized. We meet Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.
and recognize the influence of his incisive ideas on
the transformation of law in America. We witness the
culmination of the Progressive challenge to orthodoxy
with the emergence of Legal Realism in the 1920s
and '30s, a movement closely allied with other
intellectual trends of the day. And as postwar events
unfold--the rise of totalitarianism abroad, the
Page 27/33

Read PDF The Transformation Of American
Religion The Story Of A Late Twentieth Century
Awakening
McCarthyism rampant in our own country, the
astonishingly hostile academic reaction to Brown v.
Board of Education--we come to understand that,
rather than self-destructing as some historians have
asserted, the Progressive movement was alive and
well and forming the roots of the legal debates that
still confront us today. The Progressive legacy that
this volume brings to life is an enduring one, one
which continues to speak to us eloquently across
nearly a century of American life. In telling its story,
Horwitz strikes a balance between a traditional
interpretation of history on the one hand, and an
approach informed by the latest historical theory on
the other. Indeed, Horwitz's rich view of American
history--as seen from a variety of perspectives--is
undertaken in the same spirit as the Progressive
attacks on an orthodoxy that believed law an
objective, neutral entity. The Transformation of
American Law is a book certain to revise past thinking
on the origins and evolution of law in our country. For
anyone hoping to understand the structure of
American law--or of America itself--this volume is
indispensable.

Latino Catholicism
At the core of African American religion’s response to
social inequalities has been a symbiotic relationship
between socio-political activism and spiritual
restoration. Drawing on archival material and
ethnographic fieldwork with African American Spiritual
Churches in the USA, this book examines how their
spiritual and social work can shed light on the
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interplay between corporate activism and individual
spirituality. This book traces the development of this
"politico-spiritual" approach to injustice from the
beginning of the twentieth century through the
opening decade of the twenty-first century, using the
work of African American Spiritual Churches as a lens
through which to observe its progression. Addressing
subjects such as spiritual healing, support of the
homeless, gender equality and the aftermath of
hurricane Katrina, it demonstrates that these
communities are clearly motivated by the dual
concerns of the soul and the community. This study
diversifies our understanding of the African American
religious landscape, highlighting an approach to social
injustice that conjoins both political and spiritual
transformations. As such, it will be of significant
interest to scholars of religious studies, African
American studies and politics.

Casting Faiths
Few transformations in American politics have been
as important as the integration of African Americans
into the Democratic Party and the Republican
embrace of racial policy conservatism. The story of
this partisan realignment on race is often told as one
in which political elites—such as Lyndon Johnson and
Barry Goldwater—set in motion a dramatic and
sudden reshuffling of party positioning on racial
issues during the 1960s. Racial Realignment instead
argues that top party leaders were actually among
the last to move, and that their choices were dictated
by changes that had already occurred beneath them.
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Drawing upon rich data sources and original historical
research, Eric Schickler shows that the two parties'
transformation on civil rights took place gradually
over decades. Schickler reveals that Democratic
partisanship, economic liberalism, and support for
civil rights had crystallized in public opinion, state
parties, and Congress by the mid-1940s. This trend
was propelled forward by the incorporation of African
Americans and the pro-civil-rights Congress of
Industrial Organizations into the Democratic coalition.
Meanwhile, Republican partisanship became aligned
with economic and racial conservatism. Scrambling to
maintain existing power bases, national party elites
refused to acknowledge these changes for as long as
they could, but the civil rights movement finally
forced them to choose where their respective parties
would stand. Presenting original ideas about political
change, Racial Realignment sheds new light on
twentieth and twenty-first century racial politics.

Latin American Religion in Motion
A rapidly growing number of Americans are
embracing life outside the bounds of organized
religion. Although America has long been viewed as a
fervently religious Christian nation, survey data shows
that more and more Americans are identifying as “not
religious.” There are more non-religious Americans
than ever before, yet social scientists have not
adequately studied or typologized secularities, and
the lived reality of secular individuals in America has
not been astutely analyzed. American Secularism
documents how changes to American society have
Page 30/33

Read PDF The Transformation Of American
Religion The Story Of A Late Twentieth Century
Awakening
fueled these shifts in the non-religious landscape and
examines the diverse and dynamic world of secular
Americans. This volume offers a theoretical
framework for understanding secularisms. It explores
secular Americans’ thought and practice to
understand secularisms as worldviews in their own
right, not just as negations of religion. Drawing on
empirical data, the authors examine how people live
secular lives and make meaning outside of organized
religion. Joseph O. Baker and Buster G. Smith link
secularities to broader issues of social power and
organization, providing an empirical and cultural
perspective on the secular landscape. In so doing,
they demonstrate that shifts in American secularism
are reflective of changes in the political meanings of
“religion” in American culture. American Secularism
addresses the contemporary lived reality of secular
individuals, outlining forms of secular identity and
showing their connection to patterns of family
formation, sexuality, and politics, providing scholars
of religion with a more comprehensive understanding
of worldviews that do not include traditional religion.
Data Analyses Appendix Instructor's Guide

What Hath God Wrought
Challenging the traditional interpretation that the
years between Reconstruction and World War I were a
period when blacks made only marginal advances in
religion, politics, and social life, John Giggie contends
that these years marked a critical turning point in the
religious history ofsouthern blacks. In this
groundbreaking first book, Giggie connects these
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changes in religious life in the Delta region--whose
population was predominantly black but increasingly
ruled by white supremacists--to the Great Migration
and looks at how they impacted the new urban lives
of those who made the exodus tothe north. Rather
than a straight narrative, the chapters present a
range of ways blacks in the Delta experimented with
new forms of cultural expression and how they looked
for spiritual meaning in the face of racial violence.
Giggie traces how experiences with the railroad
became a part ofspiritual life, how consumer
marketing built religious identities, ways that fraternal
societies became tied in with churches, the role of
material culture in unifying religious identity across
the Delta, and the backlash against the worldliness of
black churches and the growth of alternatepractices.
The study takes into account folk religion as well as a
panoply of institutions--black Baptist churches,
African Methodist Episcopal Church, Colored
Methodist Episcopal Church, black conferences of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and churches that
formed the African-American Holinessmovement--and
looks at how they vigorously quarreled over the
proper definition of religious organization, worship,
and consumption. Vivid evidence comes from black
denominational newspapers, published and
unpublished ex-slave interviews conducted by the
Works Progress Administration, legal transcripts,
autobiographies, and recordings of black music and
oral expression.
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