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Progressive Christians Speak
“This may be the most influential book you will read this year.” —Lee Strobel,
bestselling author of The Case for Miracles A Movement Seeks to Redefine
Christianity. Some Think that It Is a Much-Needed Progressive Reformation. Others
Believe that It Is an Attack on Historic Christianity. Alisa Childers never thought she
would question her Christian faith. She was raised in a Christian home, where she
had seen her mom and dad feed the hungry, clothe the homeless, and love the
outcast. She had witnessed God at work and then had dedicated her own life to
leading worship, as part of the popular Christian band ZOEgirl. All that was deeply
challenged when she met a progressive pastor, who called himself a hopeful
agnostic. Another Gospel? describes the intellectual journey Alisa took over several
years as she wrestled with a series of questions that struck at the core of the
Christian faith. After everything she had ever believed about God, Jesus, and the
Bible had been picked apart, she found herself at the brink of despair . . . until God
rescued her, helping her to rebuild her faith, one solid brick at a time. In a culture
of endless questions, you need solid answers. If you or someone you love has
encountered the ideas of progressive Christianity and aren’t sure how to respond,
Alisa’s journey will show you how to determine—and rest in—what’s unmistakably
true.

Saving Jesus from the Church
By presenting the New Testament books in the order they were written, bestselling
Bible scholar Marcus Borg reveals how spiritually and politically radical the early
Jesus movement began and how it slowly became domesticated. Evolution of the
Word is an incredible value: not only are readers getting a deeply insightful new
book from the author of Speaking Christian and Jesus, but also the full-text of the
New Testament—and one of the only Bibles organized in chronological order and
including explanatory annotations that give readers a more informed
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understanding of the Scripture that is so close to their hearts and lives.

The Divine Dance
In A Devotional for Progressive Christians , author Lon Chesnutt is speaking to and
for self-exiles from the church who claim to be spiritual but not religious in our
times. During a time of intense searching over what it means to be religious, this
short book offers some hope. In a practical waywith stories and experiencethe
author demonstrates how to move from personal reflection to trusting your
judgment and engaging the world. It can change your journey in prayer from
wondering whos listening into new insights on personal responsibility.

Jesus Feminist
For the millions of people who identify as liberal Christians. In McLennan's bold call
to reclaim ownership of Christianity, he advocates a sense of religion based not on
doctrinal readings of scripture but on the humanity behind Christ's teachings. He
addresses such topics as intelligent design, abortion, same sex marriage, war.
torture and much, much more. As he says in the Preface, "We liberal Christians
know in our hearts that there is much more to life than seems to meet the rational
eye of atheists; yet we find it hard to support supernatural claims about religion
that fly in the face of scientific evidence."

Shameless
The religion of Jesus or the religion about Jesus? The cross as Christ's atoning
sacrifice or as a courageous, prophetic martyrdom? With a pastoral/prophetic voice
and insights derived from a lifetime in parish ministry and theological education,
Meeting Jesus the Christ Again encourages the reader to rethink these and other
hotly disputed issues of Christian faith. Taking a big-picture perspective and
seeking common ground, Chesnut points us toward a "neo-classical" faith. This
engaging book calls us back to the vital center of historic Christian faith.

Pro-Choice and Christian
"An unbelieved truth can hurt a man much more than a lie. It takes great courage
to back truth unacceptable to our times. There’s a punishment for it, and it’s
usually crucifixion." – John Steinbeck, East of Eden The resurrection of Jesus is, of
course, the most important event for Christians, yet the events that led up to it are
almost as important. According to all the biblical sources and a wide variety of nonbiblical texts, Jesus was put to death because the message he brought threatened
the powerful of his era. There are many more nuances than that, of course, and
lots of ways one can spin the story to make one’s point, but the simplest truth is
that the gospel message was too toxic for the imperial stomach to bear. While
exploring the biblical stories about the death of Jesus, it is good to ask the larger
question hanging in the background of all this drama: Why did Jesus die? In his
book Speaking Christian, Marcus Borg points out that the idea of substitutionary
atonement – the idea that Jesus had to die to “atone” for our sins – is a late
development in theological history; its first appearance is in 1097, a thousand
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years after the writing of the Christian Bible. Borg points out that the meaning of
Jesus’ death becomes distorted if one assumes that it was necessary and required.
Contrary to atonement theory, scripture provides stronger responses to the
question of why Jesus died. His message was revolutionary and a threat to the
religious and political powers of the day. Talk of loving one’s neighbours, of
treating people as if they matter, of seeking forgiveness and new ways of being
accountable to one another – these values do not encourage faithfulness to
empire. Jesus’ message was directly counter to the values that the government
promoted. For them, there was no question but that Jesus had to be extinguished…
Similarly, the religious powers found their established order threatened. Jesus’
theme of God’s involvement in the world on behalf of the marginalized
(specifically, foreigners, women, tax collectors, children, etc.) was a major
challenge to the religious order of the day. It had to be stopped…

Progressive Christians Speak
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Raw, intimate, and timely—a no-holds-barred
celebration of our bodies that flies in the face of antiquated ideas about sex and
gender. “A triumph.”—Glennon Doyle • “One of the most important, life-changing
books I’ve ever read.”—Rachel Held Evans, author of Searching for Sunday and
Inspired Negative messages about sex come from all corners of society: from the
church, from the media, from our own families. As a result, countless people have
suffered pain, guilt, and judgment. In this instant bestseller, Nadia Bolz-Weber
unleashes her critical eye and her vulnerable yet hopeful soul on the harmful
conversations about sex that have fed our shame. Bolz-Weber offers no simple
amendments or polite compromises. Instead, this modern-day reverend calls for an
inclusivity that empowers us to be loyal to people and, perhaps most important,
ourselves. “Christianity is not a program for avoiding mistakes,” she writes. “It is a
faith of the guilty.” With an alternative understanding of Scripture passages that
have been weaponized against Christians for decades, Bolz-Weber reminds us that
sexual flourishing can and should be for all genders, all bodies, and all humans.
She shares stories, poetry, and Scripture that wage war on perpetual anxiety
around sex by celebrating sexuality in all its forms and recognizing it for the gift
that it is. If you’ve been mistreated, confused, angered, and/or wounded by
shaming sexual messages, this one is for you.

Easter for Progressive Christians
It is hard to deny that todayÆs world can seem apathetic toward Christians. Some
may look down at their iPhones when we mention God, motion for the check when
we bring up church, or casually change the subject when we talk about prayer. In a
world full of people whose indifference is greater than their desire to know Christ,
how can we dream of growing the church? In Contagious Disciple Making, David
Watson and Paul Watson map out a simple method that has sparked an explosion
of homegrown churches in the United States and around the world. A companion to
Cityteam's two previous books, Miraculous Movements and The Father Glorified,
Contagious Disciple Making details the method used by Cityteam disciple-makers.
This distinctive process focuses on equipping spiritual leaders in communities
where churches are planted. Unlike many evangelism and church-growth products
that focus on quick results, contagious disciple-making takes time to cultivate
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spiritual leadership, resulting in lasting disciple-making movements. Through
Contagious Disciple Making readers will come to understand that a strong and
equipped leader will continue to grow the church long after church planters move
on to the next church. Features include: Engagement tools for use in the field
Practical techniques to equip others to make disciples

What Does a Progressive Christian Believe?
Christianity receives a lot of attention in the media, but the most frequently
discussed version represents a type of Christianity that sometimes turns people
away from the Church. Kissing Fish presents a postmodern systematic theology of
progressive Christianity, a growing movement that reclaims the radical message of
the Gospel. This informative, contemplative, and entertaining book will guide you
through the beliefs that inspire us to love one another in the transformative way
that Jesus proclaimed, including practices that will take your faith to a new level.
Kissing Fish is a scholarly yet thoroughly accessible introduction to progressive
Christianity. While the intended target audience for this work would seem to be
those who have either left the Christian faith or never adopted it at all; the work is
filled with pearls of wisdom for all of us, whether associated with Christianity or
not. Kissing Fish is a truly remarkable work, serving both as a reminder of the
beauty and grace that form the central tenets of the faith, while offering a graceful
yet prophetic rebuttal to its more exclusionary tendencies. Kissing Fish is part
theological text and part tell-all personal spiritual journey. Imagine a down-to-earth
combination of the works of Marcus Borg, Anne Lamott, Jim Wallis, Rob Bell, Shane
Claiborne, Diana Butler-Bass, Brian McLaren, Walter Wink, Wes Howard-Brook, and
Donald Miller. A profound romp that informs and inspires.

Parenting Forward
A progressive Christian parenting book with a social-justice orientation How do we
build a better world? One key way, says Cindy Wang Brandt, is by learning to raise
our children with justice, mercy, and kindness. In Parenting Forward Brandt equips
Christian parents to model a way of following Jesus that has an outward focus,
putting priority on loving others, avoiding judgment, and helping those in need.
She shows how parents must work on dismantling their own racial, cultural,
gender, economic, and religious biases in order to avoid passing them on to their
children. “By becoming aware of the complex ways we participate in systems of
inequality or hierarchy,” she says, “we begin to resist systemic injustice ourselves,
empower our children, and change our communities.”

Exodus
A study on the recent American shift from liberal to conservative worship practices
identifies the reasons that many worshippers are returning to more traditional
churches, contending that Christians do not absolutely support pro-life and antidivorce stances, the unquestionable nature of the Bible, or dogmatic religious
rhetoric.

Just Faith
Page 4/15

Download File PDF What Does A Progressive Christian Believe A Guide For
The Searching The Open And The Curious
The best-selling author of Heaven paints a realistic picture of who God is and what
God is doing in the world, encouraging believers to share their faith more clearly
and genuinely in a world filled with pain and fear.

Death of Jesus for Progressive Christians
From the Founding Fathers through the present, Christianity has exercised
powerful influence in America—from its role in shaping politics and social
institutions to its hand in art and culture. The Encyclopedia of Christianity in the
United States outlines the myriad roles Christianity has played and continues to
play. This masterful multi-volume reference includes biographies of major figures
in the Christian church in the United States, documents and Supreme Court
decisions, and information on theology and theologians, denominations, faithbased organizations, immigration, art—from decorative arts and film to music and
literature—evangelism and crusades, women’s issues, racial issues, civil religion,
and more.

Revelation for Progressive Christians
In this earnest discussion, revolutionary theologian John Cobb Jr. implores Christian
churches to take a more active role in the solution of contemporary issues such as
food security and the ever-expanding world population, the welfare system, civil
and human rights, the war on drugs, abortion, immigration, and the destruction of
ecosystems.

Encyclopedia of Christianity in the United States
So what really happened that first Easter Sunday? The simple answer is that no
one knows… only a problem if one is trying to prove that each of the stories is
factually accurate. If we suspend that attempt for a moment and read the Easter
stories in the gospels for what they are – profound statements of faith – we may
discover something much more powerful and lasting… Few stories in the entire
pantheon of literature evoke as much emotion as the gospel accounts of the
resurrection of Jesus. For many Christians, these are the quintessential texts, the
ones that define Christianity, their personal faith, and the whole of human
existence. That’s a lot to put onto a few simple stories! When using this study,
therefore, it will be helpful to have a sense of where participants are coming from.
Are they a mixed group with ideas that are all over the theological map? Do they
tend to approach the stories as metaphor and take the stance that the resurrection
could not possibly have happened? Do they take it literally and believe that things
must have happened exactly as they are recorded? Do they feel that there is some
point to reading these stories, even though they leave us with more questions than
answers? People’s ideas may differ – slightly or greatly – and that’s okay. The point
of doing this study is not so that everyone comes out with the same belief, nor is it
to convince anyone, at any time, that they must believe one thing or another. The
purpose of this study is to explore these powerful faith stories so that they might in
turn inform and enhance our daily living.

Trust Women
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Each of these new "commandments" is partly true and may sound good until you
look closely. For liberal Christianity never goes away, it just gets repackaged. If the
church is going to hold fast to "the faith that was once for all delivered to the
saints" (Jude 3), we must, in every era, be able to distinguish the true faith from
the false.

Contagious Disciple Making
When Christians are kicked out of their conservative churches or leave because
they no longer feel at home, they embark on a journey of freedom and fear, love
and loneliness, empowerment and pain. The movement from conservative to
progressive Christianity is a serious shift. Colby Martin has traversed this
treacherous territory, survived its hardships, and is now turning around to share
what he's learned. This book is a friendly survival guide to help followers of Jesus
navigate the strange and confusing landscape when shifting from conservative to
progressive Christianity. This book will prepare progressive Christians (from longtime progressives to those just starting out) for the pitfalls awaiting them as they
shift out of their conservative world, and it will equip them for a more abundant,
thriving, and peace-filled spiritual life.

Another Gospel?
Despite the claim by many Christian leaders that the pro-life/antiabortion position
is the only faithful response to the debate about reproductive rights, many people
of faith find themselves in a murky middle of this supposedly black-and-white
issue. Christians who are pro-abortion rights are rarely pro-abortion. However, they
view the decision to carry a pregnancy to term as one to be made by the woman,
her medical team, her family, or personal counsel rather than by politicians. ProChoice and Christian explores the biblical, theological, political, and medical
aspects of the debate in order to provide a thoughtful Christian argument for a prochoice position with regard to abortion issues. Kira Schlesinger considers relevant
Scriptures, the politics of abortion in the United States, and the human realities
making abortion a vital issue of justice and compassion. By examining choice from
a Christian perspective, Schlesinger provides a common vocabulary for discussing
faith and reproductive rights.

The Book of Awakening
This book came into being about two o'clock in the morning on the day after the
2004 presidential election. It arose out of the stunned realization that the historic
tradition of progressive Christian thought and action had virtually disappeared
from our public discourse.Progressive Christianity, writes theology professor Delwin
Brown, is a family of perspectives that is united in opposing right-wing religion but
also desires to go beyond "liberal" and "conservative" labels.Kindle edition
available

Kissing Fish
A GUIDE FOR EMBRACING BIBLICAL FAITH IN THE FACE OF AMERICAN
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PROGRESSIVISM North American Christianity stands at a major crossroads.
Hundreds of thousands of believers have begun to lose interest in apostolic
Christianity: the faith of the Scriptures, the great witnesses and teachers of the
faith, and the major creeds and confessions of Christianity. The challenge?
Theological progressivism. A Grand Illusion exposes the dangers and contradictions
of theological progressivism, revealing its North American, secular and elitist
assumptions. It offers a full throttle defense of authentic Christianity. And it
exposes the dim future of progressivism. If you are tempted by progressivism, if
your church or family members are starting to lean progressive, or if you simply
need reassurance that apostolic faith is the real deal, read this book. DAVID
YOUNG is a senior pastor, author, speaker, television host, and a former teacher
and visiting professor. He holds advanced degrees in religion, including a Ph.D.
from Vanderbilt University. He and his family live near Nashville, Tennessee.

Jesus Outside the Box
In this earnest discussion, revolutionary theologian John Cobb Jr. implores Christian
churches to take a more active role in the solution of contemporary issues such as
food security and the ever-expanding world population, the welfare system, civil
and human rights, the war on drugs, abortion, immigration, and the destruction of
ecosystems.

The Shift
In an age in which women’s reproductive rights are increasingly under attack, a
minister and ethicist offers a stirring argument that abortion can be a moral good
Here’s a fact that we often ignore: unplanned pregnancy and abortion are a normal
part of women’s reproductive lives. Roughly one-third of US women will have an
abortion by age forty-five, and fifty to sixty percent of the women who have
abortions were using birth control during the month they got pregnant. Yet women
who have abortions are routinely shamed and judged, and safe and affordable
access to abortion is under relentless assault, with the most devastating impact on
poor women and women of color. Rebecca Todd Peters, a Presbyterian minister
and social ethicist, argues that this shaming and judging reflects deep, often
unspoken patriarchal and racist assumptions about women and women’s sexual
activity. These assumptions are at the heart of what she calls the justification
framework, which governs our public debate about abortion, and disrupts our
ability to have authentic public discussions about the health and well-being of
women and their families. Abortion, then, isn’t the social problem we should be
focusing on. The problem is our inability to trust women to act as rational, capable,
responsible moral agents who must weigh the concrete moral question of what to
do when they are pregnant or when there are problems during a pregnancy.
Ambitious in method and scope, Trust Women skillfully interweaves political
analysis, sociology, ancient and modern philosophy, Christian tradition, and
medical history, and grounds its analysis in the material reality of women’s lives
and their decisions about sexuality, abortion, and child-bearing. It ends with a
powerful re-imagining of the moral contours of pre-natal life and suggests we
recognize pregnancy as a time when a woman must assent, again and again, to an
ethical relationship with the prenate.
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Evolution of the Word
From New York Times bestselling author Rachel Held Evans comes a book that is
both a heartfelt ode to the past and hopeful gaze into the future of what it means
to be a part of the Church. Centered around seven sacraments, Evans' quest takes
readers through a liturgical year with sharply honest and even funny stories about
Like millions of her millennial peers, Rachel Held Evans didn't want to go to church
anymore. The hypocrisy, the politics, the gargantuan building budgets, the
scandals--church culture seemed so far removed from Jesus. Yet, despite her
cynicism and misgivings, something kept drawing her back to Church. And so she
set out on a journey to understand Church and to find her place in it. Baptism
Communion Confirmation COnfession Marriage Vocation and even Death. Like
millions of her millennial peers, Rachel Held Evans didn't want to go to church
anymore. The hypocrisy, the politics, the gargantuan building budgets, the
scandals--church culture seemed so far removed from Jesus. Yet, despite her
cynicism and misgivings, something kept drawing her back to Church. And so she
set out on a journey to understand Church and to find her place in it. A memoir
about making do and taking risks, about the messiness of community and the
power of grace, Searching for Sunday is about overcoming cynicism to find hope
and, somewhere in between, Church.

Jesus Was a Liberal
Something about the lyrics of many of the hit contemporary Christian worship
songs is at best problematic for many clergy persons in mainline denominations.
Sometimes the songs are downright offensive theologically to the pastor. Often the
problem is rooted in a theological nuance or doctrine that the pastor does not
embrace. Sometimes these contemporary worship songs use too many Christian
buzz words or clichés—words or phrases that the pastor deliberately avoids in
every other aspect of the liturgy. Often the problem is that the new songs show no
sensitivity at all to things like “inclusive language” or the theological challenges of
doctrines like “penal substitutionary atonement.” Sometimes the pastors feel that
most of these new songs lack substance, that they’re too sugary, too
individualistic, and too other-worldly. Sometimes there’s an emotional tone to this
contemporary worship music that might work well in another kind of church but
which just doesn’t feel authentic in a traditional or mainline congregation. Now I
would imagine that at least some of you began to glaze over a bit as you
attempted to read those last few paragraphs. Or maybe you didn’t fully understand
some of the terms I just used. If so, don’t worry—that’s why I wrote this book! If
you have no idea what things like “penal substitutionary atonement” or “inclusive
language” are about, this book will help you understand what these terms mean
and why it’s important to your pastors for you to know your way around these
issues and concepts a bit as you seek new songs to bring into the worship life of
your congregation. And I promise--I’ll do my best to use down-to-earth language
that you’ll be able to easily understand without a seminary education!

A New Kind of Christianity
The Trinity is supposed to be the central, foundational doctrine of our entire
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Christian belief system, yet we're often told that we shouldn't attempt to
understand it because it is a ‘mystery’. Should we presume to try to breach this
mystery? If we could, how would it transform our relationship with God and renew
our lives? The word Trinity is not found in the New Testament—it wasn't until the
third century that early Christian father Tertullian coined it—but the idea of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit was present in Jesus' life and teachings and from the very
beginning of the Christian experience. In the pages of this book, internationally
recognized teacher Richard Rohr circles around this most paradoxical idea as he
explores the nature of God—circling around being an apt metaphor for this mystery
we're trying to apprehend. Early Christians who came to be known as the ‘Desert
Mothers and Fathers’ applied the Greek verb perichoresis to the mystery of the
Trinity. The best translation of this odd-sounding word is dancing. Our word
choreography comes from the same root. Although these early Christians gave us
some highly conceptualized thinking on the life of the Trinity, the best they could
say, again and again, was, Whatever is going on in God is a flow—it's like a dance.
But God is not a dancer—He is the dance itself. That idea might sound novel, but it
is about as traditional as you can get. God is the dance itself, and He invites you to
be a part of that dance. Are you ready to join in?

UnClobber
“Scholarly, pastoral, prophetic, and eloquent. The invitation to follow Jesus instead
of worshiping Christ could not come at a more important time, or be issued by a
more credible source.” — Desmond Tutu “Robin Meyers emerges in Saving Jesus
from the Church as a national voice for a new Christianity. He is a well read scholar
and a superb communicator. He writes with a refreshing honesty and a disarming
authority. This book is a treat.” — John Shelby Spong, author of Jesus for the NonReligious Robin Meyers, a rising star of liberal Christianity, restores the true
mission of the faith that captures the heart of Jesus’s concern for people over
“right belief.” Saving Jesus from the Church will resonate deeply with those who
enjoy the works of John Shelby Spong, Marcus Borg, and John Dominic Crossan.

Mama Bear ApologeticsTM
From one of the country’s most respected religion reporters, a paradigm-shifting
discussion of how the Religious Left is actually the moral compass that has long
steered America’s political debates, including today. Since the ascendancy of the
Religious Right in the 1970s, common wisdom holds that it is a coalition of
fundamentalist powerbrokers who are the “moral majority,” setting the standard
for conservative Christian values and working to preserve the status quo. But, as
national religion reporter Jack Jenkins contends, the country is also driven by a
vibrant, long-standing moral force from the left. Constituting an amorphous group
of interfaith activists that goes by many names and takes many forms, this
coalition has operated since America’s founding — praying, protesting, and
marching for common goals that have moved society forward. Throughout our
history, the Religious Left has embodied and championed the progressive values at
the heart of American democracy—abolition, labor reform, civil rights,
environmental preservation. Drawing on his years of reporting, Jenkins examines
the re-emergence of progressive faith-based activism, detailing its origins and
contrasting its goals with those of the Religious Right. Today’s rapidly expanding
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interfaith coalition — which includes Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, and
other faiths — has become a force within the larger “resistance” movement.
Jenkins profiles Washington political insiders—including former White House
staffers and faith outreach directors for the campaigns of Barack Obama, John
Kerry, and Hillary Clinton—as well as a new generation of progressive faith leaders
at the forefront today, including: Rev. William Barber II, leader of North Carolina’s
Moral Mondays and co-chair of the nationwide Poor People’s campaign Linda
Sarsour, co-chair of the Women’s March Rev. Traci Blackmon, a pastor near
Ferguson, Missouri who works to lift up black liberation efforts across the country
Sister Simone Campbell, head of the Catholic social justice lobby and the “Nuns on
the Bus” tour organizer Native American “water protectors” who demonstrated
against the Dakota Access Pipeline in Standing Rock Bishop Gene Robinson, the
first openly gay Episcopal bishop An exciting reevaluation of America’s moral
center and an inspiring portrait of progressive faith-in-action, American Prophets
will change the way we think about the intersection of politics and religion.

Lies We Believe About God
Written with poetic rhythm, a prophetic voice, and a deeply biblical foundation, this
loving yet fearless book urges today’s church to move beyond man-made
restrictions and fully welcome women’s diverse voices and experiences. A freedom
song for the church. Sarah Bessey didn’t ask for Jesus to come in and mess up all
her ideas about a woman’s place in the world and in the church. But patriarchy,
she came to learn, was not God’s dream for humanity. Bessey engages critically
with Scripture in this gentle and provocative love letter to the Church. Written with
poetic rhythm, a prophetic voice, and a deeply biblical foundation, this loving yet
fearless book urges today’s church to move beyond man-made restrictions and
fully welcome women’s diverse voices and experiences. It’s at once a call to find
freedom in the fullness, hope, glory, and work of Christ, and a very personal and
moving story of how Jesus made a feminist out of her.

The 6 Marks of Progressive Christian Worship Music
*Foreword written by Nancy Pearcey* "Parents are the most important apologists
our kids will ever know. Mama Bear Apologetics will help you navigate your kids’
questions and prepare them to become committed Christ followers.” —J. Warner
Wallace "If every Christian mom would apply this book in her parenting, it would
profoundly transform the next generation." —Natasha Crain #RoarLikeAMother The
problem with lies is they don’t often sound like lies. They seem harmless, and even
sound right. So what’s a Mama Bear to do when her kids seem to be absorbing the
culture’s lies uncritically? Mama Bear ApologeticsTM is the book you’ve been
looking for. This mom-to-mom guide will equip you to teach your kids how to form
their own biblical beliefs about what is true and what is false. Through transparent
life stories and clear, practical applications—including prayer strategies—this band
of Mama Bears offers you tools to train yourself, so you can turn around and train
your kids. Are you ready to answer the rallying cry, “Mess with our kids and we will
demolish your arguments”? Join the Mama Bears and raise your voice to protect
your kids—by teaching them how to think through and address the issues head-on,
yet with gentleness and respect.
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The Ten Commandments of Progressive Christianity
Mainline Protestant denominations are dying, while conservative traditions are
flourishing. "Nones" are the fastest growing religious demographic in the United
States. A pastor and self-proclaimed former "none," Heath possesses an excellent
understanding of church growth and the lack thereof, and frequently draws upon
that experience when look for ways to welcome people to church. In Glorify:
Reclaiming the Heart of Progressive Christianity, Heath shares the experiences,
insights, lessons, and challenges that shaped them on their journey of faith. The
book is sometimes practical, sometimes spiritual, and always glorifying the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, which Heath asserts is the true way to change the world.

A Grand Illusion: How Progressive Christianity Undermines
Biblical Faith
According to new research from the Public Religion Research Institute, there are
over 35 million consistently progressive Christians in the United States. Majorities
of American Christians support reproductive justice and LGBTQ+ rights. Yet they're
erased from our public narrative--only mentioned as outliers to the fundamentalist
norm. In Just Faith, progressive Christian activist and writer Guthrie GravesFitzsimmons explains how a strong religious left has accompanied every major
progressive advance in our society, and he resurrects the long but forgotten
history of progressive Christianity in the United States that can and must link arms
with progressive Muslims and Jews to make the moral case for pluralism, human
dignity, and the common good. Graves-Fitzsimmons provides a blueprint for this
type of resurrection based on his advocacy work at the intersection of religion and
American politics. Graves-Fitzsimmons creates a rallying cry for a bold progressive
Christianity that unapologetically fights for its values to impact the biggest political
battles of our time--from immigration and economic fairness to LGBTQ+ rights and
abortion rights--so that progressive Christians will stop lowering their voices when
they identify as Christians. "What kind of Christian are you?" they'll be asked. And
they'll even be understood when they reply with a smile, "The good kind."

If God Is Good
The Book of Awakening, a cult favorite since its original publication in 2000,
catapaulted to fame in 2010 after it was chosen as one of Oprah Winfrey's favorite
things. This gift edition with sewn binding and a ribbon marker reflects the book's
odyssey as a well-beloved daily companion. Mark Nepo wrote the book more than
a decade ago, in response to his journey through cancer a decade before that. That
experience led him to create a day book not only for people going through lifethreatening situations but for everyone. Nepo calls it, "a book to help people meet
their days and inhabit their lives. I had a commitment to create a book that could
serve up inner food, that could be turned to as a spiritual first aid kit." That this
book continued to find its readers affirms its quality as a life affirming companion.
Again, in Nepo's words, "I think it confirms the yearning of people everywhere for
meaningful and humble work that invites readers on a journey together. The
premise of the book is that people everywhere have a wisdom of their own and the
book is there to guide them to their own wisdom." The Book of Awakening is a
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modern classic, speaking to the hearts of hundreds of thousands of readers. It's a
daily guide for living in hard times and good times, all the time reminding us that
the life we're living is the life we have. Lived authentically it can and does become
the life we want. This hardcover edition features a ribbon marker and a subject
index that allows the reader to search for quotes and inspiration pertinent to his or
her life not only by day but my category.

Glorify
From the author of the bestselling novel The Shack and the New York Times
bestsellers Cross Roads and Eve comes a compelling, conversational exploration of
twenty-eight assumptions about God—assumptions that just might be keeping us
from experiencing His unconditional, all-encompassing love. In his wildly popular
novels, Wm. Paul Young portrayed the Triune God in ways that challenged our
thinking—sometimes upending long-held beliefs, but always centered in the
eternal, all-encompassing nature of God’s love. Now, in Wm. Paul Young’s first
nonfiction book, he invites us to revisit our assumptions about God—this time using
the Bible, theological discussion, and personal anecdotes. Paul encourages us to
think through beliefs we’ve presumed to be true and consider whether some might
actually be false. Expounding on the compassion fans felt from the “Papa”
portrayed in The Shack—now a major film starring Sam Worthington and Octavia
Spencer—Paul encourages you to think anew about important issues including sin,
religion, hell, politics, identity, creation, human rights, and helping us discover
God’s deep and abiding love.

American Prophets
Jesus Outside the Box is a re-released, re-titled version of the author's previous
book The Magician's Tale. It a short book of twelve incredible stories written from
the perspective of some of the lesser known characters of the New Testament.
Each story offers an exciting and radical new portrait of the one we call The Christ.
The author's intention was to present a picture of Jesus, without the 2,000 of
Christian doctrine and dogma that have put him some great ecclesiastical box (and
suffocated him the process). The Jesus of these tales has broken free from that box
of Churchianity and will help readers do the same. This Jesus is human yet magical,
gentle yet dangerous, distrustful of religion, yet unconditionally loving. He is
exciting beyond our dreams. You may just discover that you'd thrown the divine
baby out with the holy water.

Meeting Jesus the Christ Again
Moving beyond the deep-seated cultural feelings of shame that have long fueled
the conflict between Christianity and sex—and the belief that there is only one
right and valid way to practice one’s sexuality—this renowned University of
Chicago pastor uses enlightening personal stories and examples from theology to
show how sex is powerful and holy. For years, Christians have been told to adhere
to one singular path when it comes to sex: abstinence and purity. Yet this limited
focus ignores the reality that people’s sexual and romantic lives differ widely, even
among those who consider themselves devout believers. Church leaders have
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often refused to address the topic—or have preached in ways that are harmful to
the emotional and spiritual growth of the faithful in the pews. Pastor McCleneghan
is determined to reshape the issue—and fundamentally transcend this disconnect
between sexuality and spirituality that has left many Christians feeling guilty and
sinful. Written in her measured, non-judgmental voice, Good Christian Sex
combines humorous personal anecdotes with theological research to transform
how Christians think and talk about this basic human need, offering a new
understanding that reconciles human love and religious faith. Breaking with
outdated conventions, McCleneghan explains how the Bible and Christian tradition
inform our beliefs about desire, pleasure, nudity, fidelity, premarital sex, and the
variety of sexual practices, and encourages Christians to talk about their bodies,
their sensuality, and their longings in a frank, positive, and realistic way. Warm,
insightful, and honest, Good Christian Sex is a message of hope, that at last lifts
the veil of shame felt by many religious people.

Living the Questions
Good Christian Sex
A clear and frank exploration of the future of Christianity and whether it needs to
be saved. We live in confusing times. Our society has shifted on its moral axis, and
many are asking whether Christianity needs to be reinvented--or even
reimagined--in order to save it. With Newsweek declaring "The Decline and Fall of
Christian America" on its cover and The Daily Beast questioning "Does Christianity
Have a Future?" bloggers and Christian commentators are discussing whether we
need a "new of kind of Christianity." In Saving Christianity? Dr. Michael Youssef
explores this train of thought and its pitfalls. He describes how similar discussions
in Christianity's recent past explored the very same question. Saving Christianity?
will help you discern what is going on within the church while it reviews the
essentials of the Christian faith as described in the Bible. We dare not abandon this
"mere faith," as Dr. Youssef describes it, because it is the light for all
humanity--and especially for those of us living in today's chaotic times. After
reading Saving Christianity? you'll have a renewed confidence in the future of the
church and the central place it will occupy for generations to come.

Saving Christianity?
Ministers David Felten and Jeff Procter-Murphy, along with an all-star cast of Bible
scholars and top church teachers, provide a primer to a church movement that
encourages every Christian to “live the questions” instead of “forcing the
answers.” Based on the bestselling DVD course of the same name, Living the
Questions: The Wisdom of Progressive Christianity includes commentary from such
bestselling authors as Diana Butler Bass, John Shelby Spong, Marcus Borg, John
Dominic Crossan, Brian McLaren, and others. Tackling issues of faith and
controversial subjects such as the church’s position on homosexuality, Living the
Questions is the most comprehensive, indeed the only survey of progressive
Christianity in existence today.
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Searching for Sunday
“Some books provide us with information about the world, but every once in a
while a book appears that enables us to imagine new, more wonderful worlds. [A
New Kind of Christianity] is one of these.” —Peter Rollins, Ikon A New Kind of
Christianity is Brian D. McLaren’s much anticipated follow-up to his breakthrough
work of the emergent-church movement, A New Kind of Christian. Named by Time
magazine as one of America’s top 25 evangelicals, McLaren, along with such
contemporaries as N.T. Wright, Jim Wallis, and Rob Bell, is one of the
acknowledged leaders of a new generation of Christians who want to update their
faith for current times while remaining true to the core message of Jesus. In this
controversial and thought-provoking book, McLaren explores the questions that will
determine the shape of Christianity for the next 500 years.

A Devotional for Progressive Christians
Churches in America are experiencing an unprecedented fracturing due to their
belief and attitude toward the LGBTQ community. Armed with only six passages in
the Bible--often known as the "clobber passages"--the traditional Christian position
has been one that stands against the full inclusion of our LGBTQ brothers and
sisters. Unclobber reexamines each of those frequently quoted passages of
Scripture, alternating with author Colby Martin's own story of being fired from an
evangelical megachurch when they discovered his stance on sexuality. UnClobber
reexamines what the Bible says (and does not say) about homosexuality in such a
way that breathes fresh life into outdated and inaccurate assumptions and
interpretations.
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